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Talk over your problems to Him, and if you are still Bruised, Battered, Bleeding, through
walking over the mountain, and through the valley, listen as He speaks to you througli His word.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE GRACE OF GOD.

"And he said unto me My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me" 2 Corinthians 12:9.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE LOVE OF GOD.

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God" 1 John 3:1.

THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE PEACE OF GOD.

"And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE JOY OF GOD

"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before

the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both nowand for ever. A-men" Jude 24:25.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE POWER OF GOD

"Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator

of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his under

standing. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might lie increaseth strength.
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly faU: But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings aseagles; they
shall run,and not be weary; and they shallwalk, and not faint" Isaiah 40:28-31.1 pray that the
time spent at the mercy-seat, will befor His glory, and that you have seen Him, as"the altogether
lovely one", "tlie fairest among ten thousand". And may the Lord's richest blessing be your
portion.

This months exercise: Read over the accounts of some of the Bible Characters mentioned, and
learn by heart the two verses of tlie Hymns quoted.
LEONARD MORGAN.

("oiuUicced by
Air iVIai-sdcn

WOULD you please comment on Rom. 8:22,23 as I find tliis passage a little difficult to
understand. Does Paul include animals, plants, fish, etc., when he says, "the whole creation
groaneth?"

I would like to thank the questioner for directing our minds to the eighth chapter of the
Roman letter. I have always thought that this part of the letter moves along like a Beethoven

symphony. The arguments move alongsweetly and clearly, thought succeeding thought, until
we are led to the crashing crescendo, so majestic that it is almost too much for the mind to
bear. But there, my emotions are running away with me. Let us turn to the task at hand.
The Context

In our study of the Bible, we must never lose sight of the fact that the things which we
read were not written directly to us. It seems fairly evident that when Paul wrotfi this letter to
Rome he had never visited the Christians there (See Rom. 1:11-14). If we read on, though, to
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the end of the chapter, we can see that he knew all about the deplorable state to which people
had sunk. In view of this, 1 believe iie found it necessary to:
1) remind the Roman Christians of the high calling to which God had elevated them, and
2) Make them understand that even though Hving in such a Godless society grieved them, the
all-pervading love of God was waiting to bring them home to Himself.

It is with these points in mind that we approach our question.
n»e Wliole Creation

We need to examine this phrase quite closely because it can mean either,
1) every kind of creation that God ever created, or
2) one objective part of God's creation.

Creation, in the English language, always signifies the product of the creative act, i.e. the
creature. This is also signified by the Greek word KTISIS. Hence, in Mark 16:15 we read,
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature". In the original it reads,

"having gone into all the world proclaim the glad tidings to all the creation" (The Englishman's
Greek New Testament).

Let us now turn our attention to the phrase, 'the whole'. Tlie word 'whole' is rendered by
the Greek word PAS and means 'all'. W.E.Vine has it that when 'whole' is used with the article
it means tiie whole of one object.

There is another interesting use of KTISIS which is found in Heb. 9:11 when the writer says,
"But Christ being come an lugh priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building". Tlie phrase 'not of this
building' is rendered in tlie original 'not of this creation'.
To summarise the foregoing, I think we can say that Jesus did not intend iiis disciples to

preach to animals, trees, fish, reptiles, etc.. Furthermore, tlie creation that built tlie earthly
tabernacle was the human creation, employing human hands. Tlierefore, I think we can nderstand that when Paul refers to the whole creation he means all human creatures.

Groaning and Travailing

Now that we have reached this point in our study, the remainder of the teaching becomes
clear. Paul tells his readers that the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus are joint-heirs with

Christ (Rom. 8:17). At this high pinnacle he dismisses the present sufferings as not worthyof
consideration when contrasted with the glory which is to be revealed. He echoes the same

thoughts in his second letter to Corinth, "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 3:17).

Returning to the Roman letter we now find Paul saying, "For we know that the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now". As we read these words we can

appreciate what he means. Sin isrampant in thewhole of the human creation, and in its train it
brings grief, sorrow.and pain. The Christian living in themidst of this Godless society, is pained
by what he knows of the effects of sin and perhaps by his own contact with it. So much so, in
fact, that Paul goes on, "And not only they, but ourselves also, which iiave the first-fruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of the body" (Rom. 8:23).

Is there a Christian who does not fully appreciate the awful depths of sin. Can there be
Christians who are not waiting for the redemption of the body so that they can be clothed upon
with their glorified bodies? 1 wonder.
Conclusion

"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?" (Rom.
8:31). It is with tliese words that Paul brings into full orchestration the majestic finale of
divine forbearance, protection and love.
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Who can fail to be moved by what foUows. "Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us"
(8:35-37). We ihall ccnquer because Christ conquered.
Then the final accolade of complete assurance. "For I am persuaded, that neither death.i,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (8:38,39).

I know that chimpanzees can do many things, but they are not the creation that Paul
speaks about. I am aware that the brain of a dolphin is similar in weight to the human brain, but
the dolphin could not begin to appreciate the message that was being taught. No, it was written
to the human creation, and the human is confronted with the cataclysmic despair of sin on the
one hand, and the brilliant conception of life with God on the other.

Why,oh why, will the whole creation continue to groan and travail in pain, with no hope?
Why, oh why, does the church continue to rend itself when there are so many souls to be
snatched from sin?

(All questions please to brother Alf Maisden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan, Lanes).

BAPTISM (NEW TESTAMENT STYLE)
IT is hoped this article may help those who want to be sure that they have carried out God's will
with regard to baptism, and if they haven't, would sincerely desire to do so.

If you don't agree with what I write, please don't reject it out of hand like some of the
Thessalonians did with Paul, but examine the Bible passages on baptism for yourselves like the
noble Bereans (Acts 17:1-11) and see if what I write is correct. On the other hand I don't want

you to believe anything I say, or for that matter what anyone else says, whosoever they may be,
preacher, 'priest', or vicar', without examining it for yourselves. When you stand before the
great white throne on the day of judgement, you won't be judged on whether you did what I
said or on what any other human being said, but on whether you did what Jesus said (Jolui 12:

48). One thing I would like you to know, neither I nor the publishers of this magazine have any

vested interest in whether youaccept or r^ectwhatis written in it. We don't getanymoney for
what we do. We may never know till Judgement Day itself how you react to this teaching, but
we do want you to enjoy fellowship with Jesus and to go to heaven. So please consider these
things carefully.

The word "baptism" means different things to different people. Some think of an adult
being immersed in water. Most think of a baby having water sprinkled or poured on it. People

talk of 'baptism by sprinkling', 'baptism by pouring', and 'baptism by immersion*. What Jesus
meant by his command to be baptised, needs to be known, before it can be carried out.
It is often possible to tell what a writer means by a word by the way he uses it in a sentence.

An outstanding example of a word that has completely changed its meaning within the last
300 years is 'let'. In the Authorised Version Paul is recorded as saying "oftentimes I purposed to
come unto you, (but was let hitherto)" Romans 1:13. It is obvious that "let" in the Authorised

Version of 1611 meant "hindered", and that is how it is translated in the Revised Version of

1884. Put the word "hindered" in place of the word "let" and it makes sense to us today.
Carrying out a similar exercise with the word "baptism" we can find out what it meant in
New Testament times. Consider Colossians chapter 2 verse 12, "Having been buried with him

(i.e. Christ) in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in tlie working of
God who raised him from the dead". Take out the word "baptism" and try each one of these
alternative words in turn in its place; sprinkling, pouring, immersion. If the word you put in its

placehas the same meaningas "baptism" the sentence will still make sense. The thought of being

