


8 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Nowhere does the Word connote that the heathen is someone of low social class or
dubious moral conduct. Heathendom is looked upon as that condition of men and
women whose worship is directed not towards God but Satan. It is the condition of
‘the lost,” and you will remember that the express purpose of Jesus coming into the
world was to “seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10).

In the New Testament the word ‘Ethnos’ is variously translated as ‘Gentiles,’ ‘na-
tions,” ‘heathen.’ It represents a multitude of people of the same nature or genus, a
nation or a people; so it was used by Paul relative to the Gentiles. Speaking about
the Jews Paul said, “Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but
rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles (ethnos), for to provoke
them to jealousy.” (Rom. 11:11). Since the Greek language was the common means
of communication in the Roman Empire, Greek and Gentile became more or less in-
terchangeable terms.

Paul was sent to the Gentiles to turn them from the power of Satan to God. He
said concerning their worship, “But I say, that the things which the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God, and I would not that ye should
have fellowship with devils” (1 Cor. 10:20). This, of course, was written to the
church in Corinth. In his Ephesian letter, Paul refers to those who were “the
children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2). So it appears that the point at issue is not
social status or degree of civilisation, but of a fundamental relationship with God. It
is true to say that in the most advanced societies there will be found the ‘heathen,’
because disobedience to God’s Word implies some degree of knowledge of it, and the
disobedience constitutes a rejection of the truth as God has revealed it. The
‘heathen’ are the ‘lost.’

What does it mean to be lost?

The Lord stated that His fundamental purpose in coming into the world was “to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). You will notice that in this state-
‘ment there is nothing which would make us differentiate between those who hear the
truth and reject it, and those who never had a chace to hear the truth; Paul said, “If
our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost,” not those who are in danger of being
lost. So we conclude that all are lost, and consequently all need to be saved; the
Word surely states this.

The truth is that man has hopelessly lost his way, and there is no way he can find
it apart from Christ; Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh’ unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Nobody incurs the
displeasure of God save those who choose to do so, because God’s desire is that no
one should perish in sin.

What the Church has to do is to envangelise the world. There are those who hold
the view that in some way best known to God the unevangelised will have a special
dispensation from God; whether this is true or not is a question which, perhaps, we
are not competent to judge. We can only reiterate that the Bible condemns a!l under
sin and consequently unrighteous before God; indeed, the Bible seems to teach that
even though the hedthen do not hear the gospel, they are in some way answerable to
God for their actions, “For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish’
without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law . . . |
For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in
the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves” (Rom. 2:12-15).

In conclusion, then, I think we can say with some certainty that the ‘heathen’ are
the ‘lost,” and if this is so then we must also conclude that there are countless mil-
lions of heathens today in all cultures and societies, no matter how advanced or
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retarded. If:people are lost then they need to be saved, arid the only person who can
save them is Jesus, the Christ. He have the command to His disciples, “Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that pelieveth and is baptised
shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15, 16).
Perhaps the motivation to preach the gospel should not be just to please God, but
because we have a duty to ‘heathens’ to give them a chance to hear it and be saved.



