


154 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE A.D.

If the ‘day’ predicted by Amos was the judgment of the Jews by God, then the
judgment was on-going. We must look at the whole picture as it unfolds in the Bible.
God is King. His reign is characterised by the undeviating principles of justice which
men have seen throughout the ages. He punishes and blesses according to His Will.
We Christians use an expression on many occasions which says that God is ‘in control’,
that means, of course, that He controls events. Many times we do not see that control
exercised; at other times, when it is revealed to us, we do.

There is a sense in which we can say that the advent of Jesus was a ‘day of the
Lord’, because when He was born, God passed judgment on the world through Him.
To be saved, people had to accept Him as Saviour; to be lost, they could reject Him.
As if to demonstrate His control, God sent Christ at ‘the proper time’. He was sent
to ‘His own’, the Jews, but they rejected Him and finally murdered Him. They called
Him Beelzebub; that constituted a sin against the Holy Spirit of God and from that
there could be no escape. We see Jesus weeping over the city of Jerusalem, and ending
by saying, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate” (Matt. 23:37,38). Desolation
means, ‘de-populated, devastated’. In the very next chapter Jesus tells the Disciples
about the destruction of the Temple. Those in Judea are to flee into the mountains
when they see “The abomination of desolation, spoken by Daniel the prophet”
(24:15,16). Dan. 9:27 & 12:11 seem to refer to the Antiochus Epiphanes, 8th in the
Seleucidan dynasty who robbed the Temple, erected a statue of Jupiter in the Holy
of Holies, and threw down the walls of the city, in about 168 B.C. Jesus seems to be
referring to the final desolation in A.D.70 when, besieged by the Roman commander
Titus, the Temple was burned to the ground and the city virtually destroyed. Rather
strangely, the emperor Hadrian built a temple to Jupiter on the site of the destroyed
Temple. It said that in 363A.D., the emperor Julian, in order to defeat the prophecy
of Christ (Matt. 24:1,2), undertook to rebuild the Temple but flames burst out in the
foundations. Truly, these days were days of visitation and judgment by God on a
rebellious nation.

THE GREAT ASSIZE

At the final consummation of all things, there will be another great ‘day of the
Lord’; The Bible in many places speaks of it, and Jesus specifically mentions it (See
Matt. 25:31-46). Judgment is certain, but we ought to understand a little about it. The
Bible teaches us that ‘now’ is the day of salvation. The Jews wrought their destruction
by the lives they lived as they lived them. Christians must realise that so far as God
is concerned it is always ‘now’; the past cannot be recalled; the future cannot be
known. The actions that we do, the thoughts we think, are always in the present,
whenever that present may be. Therefore, we must not, like the student, think we
can have a period of ‘cramming’ towards the end of our lives in order to prepare
ourselves for the final examination. When we stand before God we shall be what we
have made ourselves while here on earth. He will then pass sentence.

Throughout the New Testament we are told about the day of Christ’s coming in
the glory of the Father. It is variously described as a day of wrath (Rom. 2:5); a day
of judgment (Matt. 10:15; Rom. 2:16); a great day (Jude 6); sometimes it is called
‘that day’ and sometimes just ‘the day’ (1 Thess. 5:4; 1 Cor. 3:13); the day of Christ
(Phil. 1:6,10). '

I have gone to some length to show that we need to make a detailed study of
what the prophets and other writers refer to when they speak about events which have
already been fulfilled, events which were happening at the time they wrote, or events
that had to be fulfilled in the future. There is much debate about some of these things,
e.g., there are some who say that the revelation is not speaking about the things o
be fulfilled, but about things that have been fulfilled, namely, the destruction of the



temple in A,D 70, and the destruction of Jerusalem. There is no doubt that the record
speaks about things ‘shortly to come to pass’, and the ‘time being at hand’, and the
words of Jesus when He told His Disciples that ‘this generation will not pass away’
without certain things being fulfilled. There are those who will say,“Well, does it
really matter”? In answer to that I must gay that I have found no suitable alternative
to good Bible exegesis.

In this reply I have only been able to illustrate just how complex this subject can
be. Could I suggest that readers make a detailed study of ‘the judgments of God’; the
historical importance of the Inter-Testamental period; and so far as the N.T. is
concerned, an understanding of the expressions ‘the Day of Christ’ and the ‘Day of
the Lord’. A study of the word ‘day’ would be rewarding.

(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan WN3 6ES).



