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light Md the eye, sound and the ear, food and the palate, truth and intellect, beauty
and the imagination. And as we have bodily senses to lay hold on matter and supply
bodily wante, through which we obtain, naturally, all needed material and things, so
we have spiritual faculties to lay hold on God and supply spiritual wants, through

them we obtain allneeded spiritual things."

Theodore Parker.

These carrion crows

"Then there are others who come to this book as sceptics. They marshall

passage after passage, and tryto get Matthew and Luke ina quarrel, and would have

a discrepancy between what Paul and James say about faith and works; and they

try the account of Moses concerning the creation by modern decisions in science,
and resolve, that in all questions between the scientific explorer and the inspired
writer, they will give the preference to the geologist. These men —these spiders I
will say —suck poison out of the sweetest flowers. They fatten their infidelity upon

the truths which have led thousands to heaven, and in their distorted visions, pro

phet seems to war with prophet, and evangelist with evangelist, and apostle with
apostle; andif they can find some badtrait ofcharacter in a man ofGod mentioned
in thatBible, these carrion crows caw andflap their wings over the carcase. Because

they cannot understand how the whale swallowed Jonah, they attempt the more

wonderful feat ofswallowing the monster whale ofmodern scepticism."

T. De Witt Talmage.
Lord, more of they presence

"As the king ofSodom said unto Abraham, "Give me the persons, and take the
goods to thyself," so say gracious souls. Give us more and more of the presence of
God, and let the men ofthe world take the world and divide itamongst themselves.

Asoul that hath but tasted the sweetness of it (the divine presence) cannot but long

for more of it, as those that had tasted of the grapes of Canaan longed to be in
Canaan. They that have experienced the sweetness ofthe Divine presence cannot be
satisfied with a little of it, but in every prayer this is the language oftheir souls:
Lord, more of Thy presence!
Thomas Brooks.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

stion

"Would you please comment on the teaching given in Hebrews 13:9-16.
I would like to understand the meaning of Christ's sacrifice in
relationship to the sacriHcial system as given by God to the nation of
IsraeL"

The Context

I think it isimportant toplace this teaching inthe context oftherest ofthe Epistle
totheHebrews; failure todo thiswill result inanincomplete understanding.
Thefirstpoint to understand isthecontrast between theLevitical priesthood and
the priesthood of Christ. Jesus was a priest after the order of Melchisedec, as the
Writer says, "For he testifieth, Thoii art a priest after the order of Melchisedec"

(6:17). The Levitical priesthood could notachieve perfection; "If therefore perfec
tionwere by the Levitical priesthood (for underit thepeople received the law) what
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further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec,
and not be called after the order of Aaron" (6:11). The writer then goeson to say that
if the priesthood is changed, then the law must of necessity be changed. The
structure of the Levitical priesthood was rooted in the sons of Levi, but the Writer
says, "It is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake

nothing concerning the priesthood" (6:14). The contrast is brought intosharp focus
in verse 23, "And they truly were many priests because they were not suffered to
continue by reason of death: But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an un
changeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (7:2325). Christ was made priest, "not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after
the power of an endless life" (7:16). The Levitical priests, 'having infirmity,' offered
sacrifices for themselves as well as for the people. The Son "offered up Himself."
Law was sealed with the blood of animals; grace is sealed by the blood of Christ.
In view of the foregoing, I think we are now in a position to look at the teaching in
chapter 13.
Wholesome 'Food'

The Writer seems concerned that his readers should be extremely careful to understend Christ aright, for he says, "Be not carried about with divers and strange
doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established with grace; not with meats,
which have not profited them that have been occupied therein" (13:9). He does not
say what these strange doctrines are, but it seems fairly obvious that they are con
cerned with the eating of meats of animals which have been used in sacrificial rites.
Perhaps there is an echo of Paul's teaching here, "But meat commendeth us not to
God" (1 Cor.8:8), so he may be referring to pagan sacrifices; or it could be that he
was issuing a warning to Jews who were still seeking their salvation by following the
sacrificial cult of their forefathers. Whoever these people may be, there is one
cardinal point that he does not wish them to miss, these meats, he says, "have not
profited them that have been occupied therein."
He then goes on to tell Christians that they should have nothing whatever to do

with sacrificial foods, "We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which
serve the tabernacle" (vlO).Aswe know from our O.T. teaching, the Levitical priests
could share in practically all of the food of the sacrificial victims; (see
Lev.6:26;10;14f; Numbers 18;9f); the one sacrifice which they were forbidden to eat
of was the one when blood was taken into the holy place as a sin-offering for the

people, as it is written, "And no sin-offering, whereofany of the blood is brought into
the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be
eaten; it shall be burnt in the fire" (Lev.6:30). This, of course, would include the sin-

offering on the Day of Atonement. This eating of sacrificial foods Paul actually
refers to as 'eating of the altar,' "And they which wait at the altar are partakers with
the alter" (1 Cor.9:13). If we read from Heb. 9:11-14, the Writer there is at pains to
point out the excellence of the sacrifice of Christ against the sacrificial offeringsof
the Levitical priests, and later in the same chapter he says, "For Christ is not
entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figure of the true; but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: Not yet that he
should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year
with the blood of others, etc. "We have already esteblished that the Levitical priests

had no right to eat of the food of the sin-offering, consequently he is declaring that
they had no right to be partakers of the Christians' 'alter', and he is not referringto
the alter itself, but to the victim on it, Christ Himself.

The Writer then goes on to refer to the ritual burning of the bodies of the sacrificial
beaste which had been used as sin-offerings; this ritual was to avoid pollution of the
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city. For the same reason, criminals were customarily put to death outside the city

gate. In this way he sees in the sacrifice of Jesus the magnitude of His suffering for
the people, "For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the

isanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without (outside) the camp.

Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered
without the gate." In this way, the Writer correctly sees and portrays the place of
Jesus' death as afulfilment of the law concerning the sin-offering.
The Christian's Direction

"Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach."
Leviticus chapter 16 teaches us about the sacrifices made on the Day of Atonement,
particularly about the goat offered for the Lord, and the scapegoat. The Lord's goat
was offered as asin-offering, and all the iniquities of the children of Israel, together
with their transgressions inalltheir sins were laid upon thescapegoat andit was sent
outbythehand ofa fit man into the wilderness. Lev. 16:26 goes on to say, "And he
that letgo the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in

water, and afterward come into the camp." So evidently, the man who let go the
scapegoat, after he had been ritually cleansed, returned to the safety ofthe camp. In
contrast to this,the Writer to the Hebrews exhorts Christians toremain 'outside the

canip, with Jesus, in the unclean and unsafe world. This is a tremendous thought,

indicating as it does that wherever the Lord is there should His followers be with

Him, bearing His reproach, feeling the reproach of the world against themselves,

perhaps suffering because ofHim, but gladly joying to be with Him, because, asthe

Writer says, "Forhere have we nocontinuing city, butwe seek one tocome."

The Writer ends this particular section by giving Christians an exhilerating

exhortation as to what they should do inan alien environment, "By him therefore let

us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving

thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such

sacrifices God is well pleased." The Christian has to show his gratitude by sharing
the benefits ofChrist's sacrifice with others. His gracious name should be ever on

our lips; His saving power should be told abroad 'in season, and out of season;' His

healing balm for a sin-wracked world should be our constant theme. Jesus, our

Christ, our Lord, our Saviour. Yes, we will come to You outside the camp.

The few verses we have considered are, to my mind, some ofthemost beautiful in

the Bible. We feel as ifwe are on holy ground. May this always be our experience as

we see the beauty and symmetry ofthe Word, and as we consider the One whom it
portrays. (All questions to AlfMarsden, 377Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan).

COMPASSION
^_
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(II COR. ch.8 and ch.9)

(Scripture references at end of each para)
Anxiety that innovations will leadto excesses and deviations is understandable.

Emphasis on theexternal and ceremonial can develop to a stage where itbecomes a
deviation oreven a blasphemy. For example, desire tohave fine carved furniture for

the table and chairs used at the breaking ofthe bread can assume an importance

that over-shadows the sipificance of the emblems themselves. Such tendencies

often start in small and innocent ways: flowers on the table, decorative cloths to

cover the loaf and the cup, fine artwork on theplate and the drinking vessel, stained

glass windows etc. All these things are very innocent in themselves until for example,

one comes to refer to the wooden table as the 'Lord's table,' and the stone or brick

building as the 'house of God,' thus taking away from the true house of God
purchased with the precious blood ofourSaviour, glory that is due to it. Once this
stage is reached it's not long before crosses are erected and revered, so-called

