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"I get quite depressed when I see the many kinds of sin which are rampant today; violence,

theft, sexual perversion, marital incompatibiUty, etc. How can Christians help such people, and

how can we keep our own families from contact with such thin^?"
This IS a question which is troubling the minds of many Christians, and not only Christians but
many social and community workers also. What has gone wrong, we ask ourselves? Have we
contributed in any way to this undesirable and unwholesome state of affairs?

For my own part, I feel sure that many of our problems are attributable to one cause -

disobedience. It is the root cause ofsin; it is responsible for the disintegration of that bulwark
of the social structure, the family unit; it is out-working itself in industrial anarchy; and sad to
relate, it has been and still is the most divisive element in a pathetically divided church. The

questioner is quite right to feel concern about such things; perhaps the best way we can help
everyone concerned is by learning something about obedience and stressing the importance
that God places upon it.
Obedience

Tliis is defined as, "submission to a superior's will; compliance with that will". In the

general sense this means that anyone who is in a position ofauthority over other people has a
nght to expect that such authority as isevident will be submitted to, and that all reasonable

demands from the source of such authority will be complied with. In the Christian context, of
course, the source ofour superior authority is God, and submission to His will and compliance
with His commands are absolutely vital to the Christian.

The above definition needs, perhaps, a little more explanation. The Christian needs to

understand that it is not enough to be passive in submission but that he should actively comply

in brmging the will ofGod before others. Furtliermore, itdisplays awrong attitude to submit in
obedience to someone because he is stronger than we are, or tocomply because we are forced
to. Neither of these attitudes was trueof Christ, norshould they be trueof us.

If we are to believe Jesus - and we surely must - then we can only conclude that he
expenenced delight in being obedient unto his father. Yes, with all the pain, humiliation and

suffermg, he deli^ted in doing the wiU of God. This is the corner-stone of the biblical teaching
on obedience; this must permeate our thoughts as we search for our responses to God's will.
The Obedience of Christ

Paul taught, "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous". (Rom. 5:19). Oh, the awful power of
disobedience! This statement by Paul Ulustrates quite clearly why man forfeited the grace ofGod.
It was because he stupidly and willingly took upon himself the rebellious nature ofSatan. The
awful climax of disobedience and rebeUion is portrayed by Milton when he depicts Satan as
saymg, 'Better to reign in hell, than toserve in heaven'. Tlie rich man who went to that place of
torment evidently didn't think so.

In marked con trast, the obedience ofChrist illustrates just how far-reaching his attitude
was. Disobedience, which had separated, was now rectified by obedience which re-united. The
way
was re-opened by the obedience of Jesus. You mark and choose carefully, deai

r. ill you accelerate the discriptive and de-harmonizing elements by disobedience; or

will you apply the healing and unifying balm of obedience, as Jesus did?
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In order to further our quest for finding delight in obedience, we ought to examine a
statement made about Jesus in Hebrews. The writer says, "Though he-were a Son, yet learned
he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him". (Heb. 5:8,9). This obedience of Christ was not
learned in the sense in which we understand learning, i.e., in the sense that he was ignorant
concerning obedience previous to learning it. The idea expressed in the Hebrew passage is of
Christ being accustomed to obedience by constsuit practice of it. This embodies the idea that
Christ understood at all times that God required obedience as a constant and recurring attitude.
Therefore, the verb *to learn', in this case, means to be accustomed to obedience by constant use

and practice. Paul expressed the same idea when he said, "Not that I speak in respect of want:
For I have learned, in whatsoever state 1 am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:11). Now, how
can we apply this?
Obedience to Parents

Paul teaches, "Children, obey your parents in all things: For this is well pleasing unto
the Lord". (Coll. 3:20). The verb 'to obey' is an old verb and means 'to listen under (as looking
up to), to hearken'. The idea expressed is that of the child looking up to the parents and listening
intently to what the parents are saying. There is also the thought that what is intended is con
tinual obedience and not just occasional; Paul says 'in all things'.

This teaching implies and presupposes that Christian parents, at least, will not make
unreasonable or unjust demands of the child. Parents should try to create the climate in which
a child can fulfil the teaching of Paul. Children can be provoked in two ways; either in a bad
sense or a good sense. To provoke in the bad sense would be to nag and victimise the child
habitually, but in the good sense it would be to motivate by good influence and zeal. It is
extremely difficult for children to obey parents in all things; if this is to be done then parents
will need to make the road to obedience as easy as possible for the children.

I have always thought that if the child/parent relationship is to be right then a meaningful
dialogue needs to be entered into. By dialogue I simply mean parents and children talking to
each other. Meaningful dialogue does not consist solely in parents telling children what they
want them to do. The understanding of each other's point of view is vitally necessary in

creating the atmosphere in which the child can obey the parent. The burden of our society is
that waves of lawlessness sweep the country because of parental waywardness leading to dis
obedience. There is much more understanding needed in this area.
Obedience to the Word

"Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 'We ought to obey God rather

than men". (Acts5:29). Obedience to Godis exemplified in obedience to Hisword. After all, we
started our Christianlives in this way. In his letter to Rome Paul said, "But ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you" (Rom. 6:17) 'Form' as used here is
probably an allusion to immersion which indicated our separation from sin. In this we became
'slavesofrighteousness';we changedmasters. This, I believe, is what was in Peter's mind when he
said "we ought to obey God rather than men". You see, there is no middle ground. Weeither
obey God or we don't; all of us would do well to remember this.
Obedience to the word ensures that we have the key to spiritual knowledge. As Jesus

himself put it. "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God, or whether I speak of myself (John 7:17). It willalso ensure divine fellowship. "If a man

love me,he will keep my words: And my Fatherwill love him, andwewill come unto him, and
make our abode with him" (John 14:23). Now I ask you, can we go wrong if we realise that we
have the divine presence with us? Not at all. But we must be absolutely sure that we can obey
the divine will, and we can only do this if we know what that word is. Therefore, let's read it.
Conclusion

Before we can lift the depression which our questioner talks about, I believe that we must

stop giving the impression that obedience to parents and to God's word doesn't really matter.
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We must also tell people that at tlie heart of God's love is obedience, and we must notbe

afraid to teU them that God expects that they will obey Him in all things. And finally, we must

become accustomed to obedience by constant use and practice. Then we shall see a better
society, and we shall be glad to be part of it

(All questions please to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Pighfield, \Wgan, Lanes.)
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John 2

AN ABSOLUTELY UNIQUE BOOK

THIS title could of course be applied to the
whole Bible, but we are applying it to John's
Gospel in a fuller sense. The Gospels of Matt
hew, Mark and Lul^ have so much in common

that skeptics have accused them of copying
one another, but from the first words in John's

we immediately perceive that it is quite
different. It is not that there is any real
difference in ultimate result for each of the

four has its special characteristics. We have

the princely figure in Matthew, the supremely
active Jesus in Mark and the sympathetic son
of man in Luke. Here in John we have the

WORD MADE FLESH; the mind of God set
forth in a series of narratives and discourses

completed with the tragedy of rejection. The
first few sentences present us with an "excur
sus" on Genesis chapter one. We are introduced

to light and darkness, the former being identi
fied with LIFE. We assume that there has al

ways been light for man in a relationship with
God, however misunderstood or rejected. As
Paul sets it forth in the early chapters of his

fully described in our first chapter as "the Wora
became flesh" (v. 14) and then the wonder of

a perfect man dwelling with (in particular) His
disciples breaks through from the memory of
John, the beloved disciple, "we beheld His
glory". This theme is expressed also in John's
first letter with emphasis on the closeness of

pelfsonai relationship (1 John1:1-4). What an
ecstatic recollection it must have been at the

close of a long liffe of joys and sonows, en
lightened if not transfigured by so wonderful
an experience.
The Herald

"Sent from God" (1:6) is the honour
able description of John Baptist. Here we
have ah lieroic figure, not Elijah and yet Elijah
in character and function (Matt. 11:14). His
work was vital for the work of Jesus, and we
see his testimony was instrumental in making
contact with those men who were to become

the apostles. It would seem that John expected
a much different activity on the part of the
Messiah but he bore his testimony faithfully
(Matt. 11:2-19), and accepted his humbler role
without question (John 3:30). It is a striking
point that he by inspiration, while naming
Jesus as baptising in the Holy Spirit, obviously
divine power, named Him "the Lamb of God"

-the lambs signifying "offering for sacrifice".
Did he know this from his knowledge of
Isaiah 53?

Choice of Discipleship

We reconcile the accounts of the calling
of those who became apostles as recorded in

letter to the Romans, the heathen had a reve

the other gospels with John's account of their

lation of Him by the action of conscience, but

first contact with Him by recognising that there
was not an immediate following on this first
acquaintance because the ministry in Galilee

finally Jesus came to be the LIGHT OF THE

WORLD. We shall never be able to grasp the
truth that "in Him dwelleth all the fulness of

the Godhead bodily". (Col. 2:9), but wegladly
accept that to all intents and purposes Jesus
and His Father are ONE (John 10:30). The
divine inte ition to provide for man's sinfulness
began with His "being in the form of God...
emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave"
(Phil. 2:7). This supreme humiliation is beauti

did not develop until later. The break from all

worldly occupations had to come, but earlier
knowledge due to the testimony of John must
have prepared mind and heart fro the crisis.
Some of them at least had concluded that

Jesus was in fact the Messiah through being
with Him in 'Bethany beyond Jordan' (1:28).
The energetic campaign of John Baptist had

