169

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Someday wewill be manifested and it will be made clearto all that weare thechildren
of God! (see 1 John 3:2).We are not now in full possession of whatGodwantsto give us as
His children. But neverAeless we are still children of God now. Regardless of the world's
attitude towards us we are still the children of God. He recognises us for what we are, and

diat's enough. The world willlater. Presently we'llbe able to convince some. Jesuswasonly
able to convince some. Later on everyone will recognise Him and us. "It is not yet made
manifest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like
Him: for we shall see Him even as he is."
WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM

We are going to be like Him. John lets us know quickly that at present we arejust as
much children of God as we will be at Christ's coming. It's just that later on we'll be in full

possession of things we can't fully comprehend at this time. We accept and anticipate those
future things by faith, yet it is notfor us to understand fully right now. What is thesituation?
We do know He's been glorified and that He has great honour. "God highly exaltedHim,
and gave Him the namewhich is above every name ..." as Paul described Him. We can
anticipate glory and honour too.
HERE COMES THE RESPONSIBILITY

"And everyone that hath this hopeset on him pwifieth himself, evenas He is pure"
(1 John 3:3). The blessing of being a child of God can beabused. The man who doesn't care

about purifying his life isinconsistent. Christ ispure. Our ultimate state will be pure. Infact,
God now chooses to view His children as pure because of the blood of Christ (Colossians
1:21,22). Working at purity, a life-long process, is consistent withthese facts.
Some make a mistake in thinking they are total failures when they err and can'tbe 100

percent pure. But ifwe could be 100 percent we wouldn't need Christ. The Lord's system of
faith makesroom for errors, but not a life of total irresponsibility. God just demandsthat we

beworking at purity. It isour work inlife to bring our lives more and more into conformity
with the way God has chosen to view us: "holy and without blemish before Him." Working
at this is responsible and consistent, and I believe we are happiest when we are consistent
with ourselves.

Be impressed with who we are: children of God. The world may not understand or
agree, but that was the fate ofJesus, too. Because ofthe blood ofChrist, believe diat you are
God'schild.Anticipate whatyou will be, and be responsible with it.
T. JOHNSON

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"Was the Holy Spirit working againstHimself whenPaul in Acts 20:22 said he was
'going bound in the Spirit'to Jerusalem, and when those Christians in T^re
'through the Spirit' said he shouldn't go?"
This is not an easy question to answer (they never are) and any answer must have a

degree ofcomplexity. However, ofone thing we can be sure. The Holy Spirit isa Person of
the Godhead, therefore we would expect that there would be no confusion in the Godhead

regarding any aspect ofthe salvation ofsouls, orinany other matter ifitcomes tothat. The
Scripmres assert that the three Persons 'agree in one,' therefore there must be some other

explanation, and it is here that thecomplexity begins.
the OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT

Let us first consider a person to whom the Gospel is being preached. Such a person is

not yet the recipient ofthe in-dwelling Spirit, i.e., he has not yet repented, confessed Christ,
and been immersed in water. TheHoly Spirit then operates through theword, andsuch is the
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power of the Gospel message that the hearer's spirit is quickened, and he feels an inner
compulsion to obey; a dualism of the Holy Spirit and thehearer's spirit, if youwill.
This dualism is well attested to in Paul's letter to Rome. Speaking about our adoption

into the family of God after we have obeyed the Gospel he says, "The Spirit Himself
beareth witness with our spirit* that we are the children of God." 8:16. A point to
remember is that we cannot escape the consequences of our responses in our individual
spirits.
AUTOMATONS

If a person is defined as an 'automaton' it means that his actions are purely mechanical.

If we apply this to purChristian lives, bearing in mind that we have the in-dwelling Spirit,
dien we might be led to believe that the Spirit would operate through us without any
reference to our individual spirits. If that were the case, then the doors of Heaven might as
wellbe opened automatically for all of us, and the Judgment Seatof Christ would be a nonevent, because we know that the Holy Spirit would always act accordingly to the will of
God. Therefore, I must accept that there is an 'essential me,' and that this 'inner me' can and
willrespond to stimuli to which it is subjected; the responses will be eitherSpuit-orientated
or flesh-orientated. This will be an indicator of my spirituality.

The above reasoning, if true, leads me to a definite conclusion. Across the Christian
experience there must be a wide range of spirituality, and consequently we shall find
individual Christians at any point within that range. Some will be just embarking on the road
to Christian maturity; others will have reached a point where, for one reason or another, they

do not proceed from; some, however, will have progressed to full maturity in Christ. When
this happens, the actions of the 'inner me' of each individual Christian will be more or less
coincidental with the actions as would be produced by the in-dwelling Holy Spirit. I believe

realisation of this prompted Paul to say, "I am cniciOed with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I but Christ liveth in me" Gal. 2:20.

The foregoing means that every Christian's 'essential I' is in control until his 'self is
completely subjugated and Christ is elevated to be the Lord of his life. It is in every
Christian'sindividualpower to 'quench the Spirit,' i.e., put out the fire. This means that the

'iimer me' has taken control again, and having quench^ the Spirit, has taken his eternal
destiny into his own hands. This can be done, and we know is done, because God has
alwaysgrantedus the free will to choose. Therefore, we see a law.The Spiritcan exert such
influence in my life as will make my spirit one with His; I shall then have an inner
compulsion to do God's will at all costs. Tliis would also restrain the 'inner me' from taking
over again from the Spirit, Paul, knowing the constant conflict between the Spirit and the

flesh, put it like this, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection; lest that
by any means, when I have preached to others, 1 myself should be castaway." (1 Cor.
9:27). He obviously subjugated his 'iimer me' and let the spirit take over.
I am sorry for having had to bring some psychology into the question, but it seemed the
best way to explain what I wanted to say.
SO WHAT'S THE ANSWER?

It seems to me that Paul's own spirit was being inwardly compelled to do God's will; his
spirit was Iwund' in this determination. He knew what awaited him because he said, "the
Holy Spirit witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me." Every
city and town that Paul went into were all giving the same warning, i.e., that prison and
persecution awaited him if he went up to Jerusalem.

So what weip the Christians at tJtc and Caesarea doing? Well, they were doing what all
other Christians had been doing, i.e., beseeching Paul not to go. We must realise here that
the HolySpiritis warning of whatwill happen; it is the Christians who are beseeching him
not to go. In 21:13 we see again the measure of Paul's determination, "Then Paul
answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." It is here that
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we are brought face to face with what love for Christ means. Some have said that to love
the brethren is to love Christ; I would put it the other way round, "to love Christ is to love
the brethren." Christ must always predominate in all of our lives, but Paul also had great
love for his brethren, and there are echoes ofhis letter toPhilippi, "because I have you in

my heart; inasmuch as both mmy bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the
gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace." (Phil. 1:7). Paul knew what he was doing when

he was determined to ignore the pleas of the brethren and go to Jerus^em. Later on in Phil.

1he says, "But I would ye should understand brethren, that the things which happen^

unto me have faUen outratherunto the furtherance ofthegospel; So that my bonds in
Christ are manifest inall the palace, and inallother places." The Gospel ofChrist was
alwaysparamount in his life.

One ofthe cardinal facts to emerge from this is that the will ofthe Lord will always be
done, even when itis difficult and dangerous. To their great credit the disciples at Caesarea

at length realised this, "And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying. The
will ofthe Lord be done." I wonder ifPaul's determination was a striking example to the

early Church of what being achild of God really entailed. I am sure that the example was
notlostonthem, and I pray thatit will notbe loston us today.

(All questions, please, toAlf Marsden, 20Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES).
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JOHN'S THIRD EPISTLE
Author: the apostle John.
Addressed: to Gaius (verse 1).

Key Thought: Christian Hospitality.

Verse 2. The convention of wishing

one's reader good health at the outsetof a
letter is one of great antiquity.

Verse 3. Gaius was loyal to Christ and

thegospel by which his lifewas marked. It
is interesting to note that Gaius was walk
inginthetruth priorto receiving this letter.
Verse 7. "Devotees of various religions

trampled the roads, extolling the virtues of
their deity and collecting subscriptions
from thepublic." (C.H. Dodd). The traveU-

ing Christian teachers received "no help
from the pagans." There is a warning here
for us today. The Church should be totally

Key Text: "We ought therefore to show

self-financing.
Verses 9-10. This Diotrephes appears

hospitality to such men so that we may

to have slandered John, cold-shouldered

work togetherfor the truth" (verse 8).
Synopsis: The subject matter centres
around three characters, Gaius, Diotrephes
and Demetrius and some travelling
evangelists.

The epistle consists of (1) The Open

ing Salutation and Good Wishes (1-2); (2)
Occasion of Rejoicing (3-4); (3) Apprecia
tion of Help Given to Travellmg Teachers
(5-8); (4) Diotrephes's Unbrotherly Con
duct (9-10); (5) Exhortation (11); (6)

the travelling teachers and ex-communicated the loyal believers because he loved
himself and wanted to have the preeminance.

Verse 12. Demetrius could well have
been the bearer of the letter.

MARK'S GOSPEL RECORD

This is one of the synoptic gospels.

The word synoptic is from the Greek and
literally means to see together. The other
two synoptic gospels are, of course, by

Recommendation of Demetrius (12); (7)
Personal Notes (13-14); (8) Final Greeting

Matthew and Luke. There are many paral

(14).

Jesus' life and many publications on the

lel passages in these three accounts of

