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Acts 6:8 to 6:15; Preaching of Stephen?

Lesson 1 Slide 1
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In our last study we looked at the beginnings of  

ORGANISATION in the early assembly as recorded in Acts 6, 

when seven men were appointed to administer to

assemblies benevolence. They were chosen to take care

of the needy, especially the care of the needy widows.

There was a distinction made 

between the work of evangelism 

and providing benevolence to needy saints.

Even religious leaders who are 

in error can be taught the word of the Lord.

There will be those who will reject the Word of God.

Acts 6:1-7;  SUMMARY?

Some people will be strongly 

affected by God’s word.
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Acts 6:7; of that chapter reports the wonderful effect 

that followed the solution of what 

might have become a damaging problem.

1).The Word of God INCREASED:-

Its effects were even more 

powerfully demonstrated because:-

Acts 6:1-7;  SUMMARY?

2).The number of disciples MULTIPLIED GREATLY in 

the city.

3). A GREAT MANY of the priests obeyed the gospel.
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Then something happened which CHANGED 

THE RELIGIOUS CLIMATE in Jerusalem completely. 

Something which caused a BREAK with JUDAISM. 

The Jewish people, who had been delighted 

with the thought that was a new, vital movement  

WITHIN Judaism, came to understand that these 

followers of Christ were something very different. 

Acts 6:1-7;  SUMMARY?

It was, in fact, A NEW FAITH, and these preachers 

were not simply trying to breathe 

new life into the old Mosaic religion.
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The result was that the preaching of Stephen

created THE DECISIVE BREAK, between Judaism

and Christianity, and the assembly LOST

the popular support which it had enjoyed up

to that time, the persecution which followed

CAME FROM A NEW DIRECTION. 

Up to this time, it has been mainly the PRIESTS,

the SADDUCEES who have been responsible 

for the persecution, as we have already seen.

Acts 6:1-7;  SUMMARY?

NOW, we shall see that it comes

from the PHARISEES, who manage to get

the support of the PEOPLE behind them.
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Up to this point, our focus in the book of Acts has been upon 

the Twelve and upon Peter and John. Now there is a change. 

With the appointment of the first seven men to serve in Acts 6:1-6;
We see these men develop into leading figures within the assembly 

Luke will introduce us to two of them

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Preaching of Stephen?

Acts 6:7-7:60; Acts 8:4-40;

STEPHEN. PHILIP.

Confronts the Jews 

at Jerusalem.

Preaches 

to the Samaritans.

Faces False 

Accusations.

Faces 

A False Magician.

Addresses the Jewish 

Sanhedrin.

Shares the Gospel with 

an Ethiopian Eunuch.

Stoned to Death. Snatched away 

by the Holy Spirit.
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Notice also that when we come to ACTS 6:8;

we come to:-

THE FIRST GREAT HISTORICAL SERMON

in the assemblies history.

THE LONGEST SPEECH in the BOOK OF ACTS.

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYRDOM.

THE INTRODUCTION of a young man named 

SAUL OF TARSUS.

Acts 6:8; Ministry of Stephen?
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8 Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, 

did great wonders and miraculous signs among the 

people. Who was Stephen?

Stephen was one of the ones chosen 

by the Hellenistic Jews to serve the church. 

He had the same sorts of problems that we face 

and the same sorts of struggles. 

Just like you and me he was saved to serve.

He seems to have been an eloquent and fiery 

preacher. He was also a man just like you and me. 

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Who was Stephen?
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We have a tendency to look for Christian heroes. 

We find them and we put them up on pedestals.

But there are no super-Christians. 

The closer you get to your Christian heroes, 

the more we will see that they are just like us. 

They have the same faults and the same struggles. 

We were first introduced to Stephen in the 

first verses of Acts 6. He was one of the men 

chosen by the assembly to oversee the 

equitable distribution of food to the needy widows. 

His name is a Greek name meaning "crown."

And that means we can identify with Stephen. 

As we identify with him, we will be able to learn from him.

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Who was Stephen?
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The Setting:- The word of God kept on spreading; and the 

number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming 

obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7;)

The assembly had seen a great deal of growth.

It had begun with an explosion and it continued to

see growing numbers. This is stated in three ways:-

The word of God kept spreading.

The reason that these men had been appointed

was so that the Twelve could focus upon

their ministry of prayer and the Word of God.

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Who was Stephen?
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The number of the disciples continued to increase.

This increase had not yet extended outside the city 

of Jerusalem. This was the home of the early assembly

and its children had not yet left home.

A great many of the priests were coming to the faith.

The entire priesthood was divided into 24 separate courses.

Each course was given the responsibility of serving 

in the Temple twice a year. On an additional 4 weeks 

out of the year at the special feast days

all of the priests would come together to serve.

As these priests rotated through Jerusalem,

they had the opportunity to hear the gospel,

the good news that Jesus had died and had risen

from the dead. Many believed and became a part

of the growing church. It was this factor

that would lead to an intensifying of the persecution.

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Who was Stephen?
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Acts 6:3; Seven Men… Full of the Spirit and of Wisdom.

Acts 6:5; Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 6:8; Stephen, Full of Grace and Power.

The Signs:- Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing 

great wonders and signs among the people. (Acts 6:8).

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Who was Stephen?

The qualifications for those who were to serve in Acts 6 

were they had to be full of the Spirit and of wisdom. 

This is now seen is Stephen who was full of grace and power.

Stephen had been given miraculous abilities

when the apostles had laid hands on the 7 

In 6:6; when he had been set apart for service.

This would have included a gift of discernment

In dealing with the Widows.
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Notice the THREE WORDS used in that verse.   

‘POWER’, ‘WONDERS’ and ‘SIGNS’

The word  POWER – ‘dunamis’- reveals the acts

Stephen performed among the people - MIRACLES.

The word WONDERS – ‘terata’ – tells us 

the effect of these acts of power had on the people.

The word SIGNS  - ‘semeia’ – reveals 

the significance or purpose of the acts of power.     

They were meant to tell the people something!

These ‘SIGNS’ accompanied his preaching.

Verse 9-10; tell us what effect that preaching

had on those who heard him.

Acts:6:8; “Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power,

did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people.”
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Acts:6:8; “Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, 

did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people.”

For the first time the Jewish rulers

find a target they think is easier to attack

than an Apostle of Christ.

Under the Jewish law, speaking against

Moses or the law was punishable by death.

As they had done with Jesus,

they find false “witnesses” who will lie

about what they have heard Stephen say.
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The message Stephen proclaimed

was irrefutable. They were unable 

to overcome him on the basis of the facts.

Stephen was a powerful

proclaimer of the Gospel.

He was not numbered with the apostles,

but he did proclaim the Gospel

in the open square.

6:8; And Stephen, full of grace and power, 

was doing great wonders and signs among the people.
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The Slander:- 9 “But some men from what was called 

the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians 

and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up 

and argued with Stephen. 10 But they were unable to cope 

with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking..”

11 “Then they secretly induced men to say, 

"We have heard him speak blasphemous words 

against Moses and against God." (Acts 6:9-11;).

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; Who was Stephen?

Stephen’s ministry to the Hellenistic widows put him 

into contact with many of the Greek-speaking Jews.

While there were many who believed the gospel, 

there were many others who did not and who viewed 

this new sect of Christians with suspicion.
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Let us say a word about SYNAGOGUES.

The word itself simply denotes 

a ‘gathering  together.’ 

Therefore, a synagogue was a meeting-place.

We need to realize that the MEETINGS 

of the early assembly were more closely related

to the SYNAGOGUES than to the TEMPLE.

The Synagogue system probably began during 

the CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON, when, obviously, 

the Jewish captives had NO TEMPLE in which to worship.

Acts:6:9; “But some men from what was called

the Synagogue of the Freedmen,”

They still needed to keep their faith alive,

and be taught the Law of God.
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They still needed to preserve their NATIONAL 

IDENTITY. Thus, these gatherings were arranged.

They became 

1) Centres where BENEVOLENCE 

was administered.

2) Centres where THE LAW was taught.

3) Centres of SOCIAL LIFE for the Exiles.

The system was so effective that, when they returned 

to JERUSALEM, even though THE TEMPLE was rebuilt, 

they brought the SYNAGOGUE idea back with them.

Indeed, it became a rule that, 

where there were TEN Jewish families

they were expected to set up a synagogue. 

Acts:6:9; “But some men from what was called

the Synagogue of the Freedmen,”
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Although it had NO PRIESTHOOD

and NO SACRIFICES, those ten families 

were also expected to SUPPORT a man who worked 

with the synagogue, and the regular service 

which was held there consisted of:-

1. The  SHEMA, Deut. 6:4;

2. A PRAYER, led by the one in charge of the service.

3. READING from the scriptures.

On week-days this would be a reading from the LAW.

And on Sabbaths it would be a reading from the PROPHETS. 

4. Then there would be AN EXPOSITION or SERMON,  

presented by any capable man .

Acts:6:9; “But some men from what was called

the Synagogue of the Freedmen,”
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Jews from different lands 

had their own  SYNAGOGUES in Jerusalem.

Which is not  surprising, considering the fact 

that the Hebrew-speaking JEWS were inclined 

to look down on their Greek speaking brethren. 

We see that there was The Synagogue of the 

FREEDMEN. The A.V. says ‘The Libertines.’

Both words indicate people who had formerly been  

SLAVES, but who had obtained their FREEDOM.

There were also Synagogues where CYRENIANS

met people from North Africa, and ALEXANDRIANS,

from Egypt; CILICIANS and ASIANS

areas in what is today known as TURKEY.

Acts:6:9; “But some men from what was called

the Synagogue of the Freedmen,”
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The debates between the two parties grew heated

and the Jews began to cast accusations

at the assembly and specifically at Stephen.

These antagonists came from 

the Synagogue of the Freedmen, 

literally, the Synagogue of the Libertarians.

This was evidently a synagogue

which had been started for Greek-speaking Jews

who had once been Roman slaves

but who had now been released

and allowed to return to Palestine to live. 

Acts 6:9; “Opposition arose, …

These men began to argue with Stephen.”
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There were men from a number of countries.

Cyrenians:- Located in north Africa.

Alexandrians:- From Alexandria on the Nile Delta.

Cilicia:- In Southwestern Turkey, the province 

from which the apostle Paul came.

Asia:- Located in central Turkey.

These men spoke the same common language 

as Stephen. And yet, there was 

a great and bitter disagreement. 

Stephen was accused of blasphemy 

and this soon led to civil proceedings.

Acts 6:9; “Opposition arose, …

These men began to argue with Stephen.”
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Jews born in Israel were not free citizens 

of the Roman Empire. But Jews who belonged 

to this special synagogue were born in free cities.

They had Roman citizenship by birth. 

Saul, who later became an Apostle, must have

been one of these.  He was from Tarsus, a city 

in Cilicia. He had Roman citizenship from birth.

(Acts 22:25-30;)

Saul was there when Stephen was murdered.
(Acts 8:1;)

9 “Opposition arose, however, from members of the 

Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)-Jews of Cyrene 

and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. 

These men began to argue with Stephen.”
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All these were individuals 

who were not natives of Jerusalem. 

Could it be these men were more zealous 

than the residents of Jerusalem?

Does zeal heighten when travelling 

to a “special” holy place?

9 “Opposition arose, however, from members of the 

Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)-Jews of Cyrene 

and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. 

These men began to argue with Stephen.”
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These people objected strongly to what Stephen 

was preaching.  He was evidently presenting

the message concerning Jesus and the New Covenant;

and they DISPUTED with him.   They ARGUED with him.

But his reasoning was so powerful 

that it was UNANSWERABLE, and so they 

resorted to LYING,  and it was these LIES which 

‘STIRRED UP THE PEOPLE.’ v.12.

The opposition came mainly from the PHARISEES.

I suppose they had noticed that their arch-enemies, 

the Sadducees, had FAILED to secure the support of 

the people, and therefore they resorted to different tactics;   

they levelled accusations against Stephen which

they KNEW would arouse the anger of the population.

Acts 6:10; “But they were unable to cope with the wisdom 

and the Spirit with which he was speaking.”
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(One of the Ten 

Commandments.)
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These men intentionally lie and deceive 

to get the outcome they desire.  

They do all this in the name of God.

Matthew 26:59; “Now the chief priests and 

the whole Council were seeking false testimony 

against Jesus that they might put him to death.”

When they could not silence Jesus 

they brought false charges against Him.

Here they do the same against Stephen.

Acts 6:11; “Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, 

"We have heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy 

against Moses and against God." 
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Eventually there were THREE CHARGES

they accused Stephen of:-

1. ‘speaking blasphemy against Moses and God’.

2. ‘speaking against the Law.’

3. ‘speaking against the Temple, which they 

described as ‘this holy place’, which suggests 

that this took place within the temple area.

Since these charges amounted to  ‘blasphemy’, 

there could only one penalty, if they were proved, 

and that was death by stoning, and, since they 

clearly sought the death sentence they arrested him 

and brought him before the Council  for trial.

Acts 6:11; “Then they secretly induced men to say, 

"We have heard him speak blasphemous words 

against Moses and {against} God."
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Acts 6:12; “And they stirred up the people, 

the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him 

and dragged him away and brought him 

before the Council.”

13 “They put forward false witnesses who said,

"This man incessantly speaks against this holy 

place and the Law; 14 for we have heard him say 

that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and 

alter the customs which Moses handed down to us."

15 “And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting 

in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.”

(Acts 6:12-15;)
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The Council probably refers to the Sanhedrin.

The Sanhedrin was the official governing body 

of the Jews whose decisions were subject 

only to the Romans, consisting of about

71 influential men including the high priest.

6:12; “And they stirred up the people and the elders 

and the scribes, and they came upon him

and seized him and brought him before the council.” 
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v13 Blasphemy against:-

THE HOLY PLACE and THE LAW.

v14  Change the CUSTOMS Moses delivered.

Psalm 27:12; “Give me not up to the will 

of my adversaries; for false witnesses have

risen against me, and they breathe out violence.”

Psalm 35:11; “Malicious witnesses rise up; 

they ask me of things that I do not know.”

6:13-14; “they set up false witnesses who said, 

"This man never ceases to speak words against 

this holy place and the law. for we have heard him say 

that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and 

will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.”
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To blaspheme is to speak against God. 

Stephen is accused of speaking against God 

as he relates to two areas.

The charges are remarkably like those which were 

levelled against Jesus when He was arrested, 

tried and turned over to the Romans for crucifixion. 

Indeed, there is a correlation between these two events.

Acts 6:13; “They put forward false witnesses who said, "This man 

incessantly speaks against this holy place and the Law;”
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This is exactly what they did to Jesus. The 

charge was even the same – to destroy the temple!

Do they have MORE LOVE for the BUILDING

than they do for GOD?

What part of the accusations were true 

and what parts were not true?

Sometimes the worst lies are half truths.

v13 Blasphemy against:- THE HOLY PLACE and THE LAW

v14  Change the CUSTOMS Moses delivered
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The same thing happened to Jesus.  False witnesses 

had testified against Him before the Sanhedrin. 

(Matthew 26:59-63;).

These false witnesses must have known 

they would be protected by the Jewish rulers 

who would do anything themselves 

to get rid of any leader of the church.

God does not always prevent evildoers 

from carrying out their evil plans. Remember

Ahab’s murder of innocent Naboth.? (1 Kings 21;)

v13 Blasphemy against:- THE HOLY PLACE and THE LAW

v14  Change the CUSTOMS Moses delivered
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The law of Moses said no accusation of a crime 

could be substantiated against a person except 

on the testimony of at least two eyewitnesses. 

So they had to get at least two false witnesses 

to testify in their court, the Sanhedrin, 

against Stephen.

Although the law prescribed the death penalty 

for bearing false witness, these men 

were willing to break their law 

and risk death themselves to get rid of Stephen.

v13 Blasphemy against:- THE HOLY PLACE and THE LAW

v14  Change the CUSTOMS Moses delivered
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Both were arrested and brought before the 

Sanhedrin. Both are accused by false witnesses. 

Both were accused of speaking against 

the Temple and the Law. Both were put to death.

Stephen is on trial for having taught what Jesus 

taught. And as he stands before the Sanhedrin, 

his countenance appears almost heavenly. 

Why? Because he is filled with the Spirit of Christ.

Acts 6:14; “for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, 

Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs 

which Moses handed down to us.
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There were certain things which Stephen 

saw clearly, but  most of which his accusers 

either did not understand or refused to accept. 

a. He saw that Christianity was not part of Judaism.  

b. He saw that the LAW was merely intended 

to operate until the MESSIAH came.

That it was, a ‘schoolmaster’ to lead them to Christ, 

as Paul later expressed it in Gal 3:24;

The Law was never meant to be permanent.

Acts 6:14; “for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, 

Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which 

Moses handed down to us.
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d. As for the TEMPLE:- This was not the 

only place in which God could be worshipped.

Nor was it God’s true dwelling place.

e. As for MOSES:- They never listen to Moses 

anyway! They were always rebellious –

just like their fathers!

Acts 6:14; “for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, 

Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which 

Moses handed down to us.
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1 Tim. 3:13; “For those who serve well as deacons 

gain a good standing for themselves and also great 

confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” 

2 Cor 12:9; “But he said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 

is made perfect in weakness." Therefore 

I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 

so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

Ephesians 3:7; “Of this gospel I was made

a minister according to the gift of God's grace, 

which was given me by the working of His power.” 

6:8; “And Stephen, full of grace and power, 

was doing great wonders and signs among the people.”

Acts 6:15;  “And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting 

in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.”
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The Apostles had given Stephen the gift of being 

able to perform miraculous signs for 

the purpose of confirming the words he spoke.

The Apostles had given him this power

by laying their hands on him.

The enemies of the assembly could not make 

a convincing argument against anything 

Stephen said so they plotted 

a dishonest trap for him based on lies.

6:8; And Stephen, full of grace and power, 

was doing great wonders and signs among the people.
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6:15; “All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin 

looked intently at Stephen, and they saw 

that his face was like the face of an angel.” 
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The Old Testament tells the story of Moses’ face 

glowing with a radiance when he came down from 

Sinai or out of the tabernacle after having been

in the presence of the angel who represented God. 

(Exodus 34;).

“Men, when you teach on heaven, let there always 

be a glow on your face, a gleam in your eye,

and a grin on your lips. When you teach on hell, 

your normal face will do fine.” Charles Spurgeon.

15 “All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked 

intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face

was like the face of an angel.” 
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Stephen had perfect peace in the face 

of the charges brought against him. 

Eccles 8:1; “Who is like the wise? 

And who knows the interpretation of a thing? 

A man's wisdom makes his face shine, 

and the hardness of his face is changed.”

It is with full confidence 

Stephen faced his accusers.

15 “All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked 

intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face

was like the face of an angel.” 
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This phenomenon, the angelic face of Stephen, 

should have been a sign to these Jews 

that Stephen had a direct connection with God.

I don’t think it is too far-fetched to think that 

at that moment God’s Spirit took over for Stephen 

and guided him through his defence and death.

As he was dying, Stephen was given a vision 

of heaven and of Jesus there waiting for him. 

Not a bad way to die.

15 “All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked 

intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face

was like the face of an angel.” 
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They are the things which had been said of Stephen 

by the false witnesses in Acts 6:13;

Why is a retelling 

of the history of Israel

a defence of Christian teaching?

7:1; “Then the high priest asked him, 

"Are these charges true?”
This is the question which brought forth this 

sermon. What are the "these things" 

about which the high priest asks? 

Stephen had been charged with speaking against 

the holy place and against the Law.

In answer Stephen here begins 

a retelling of the history of Israel!
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Stephen sees that what is happening is really just 

one link in a chain. He will not speak about the 

PRESENT until he has spoken about the PAST.

This is really AN EASTERN SPEECH,

which we, probably, cannot understand 

as clearly as the Jews did themselves.  

This is because we probably 

do not feel our relationship with 

our nation’s past quite so keenly as did the Jews.

They loved to listen to a recital of their nation’s history, 

especially when it spoke of the way in which God had been

with His people, and, in this case, for a time they  listened 

attentively and with pleasure, to what Stephen had to say.

Acts 7:1-29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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Before studying the sermon of Stephen in greater 

detail, it is best to step back and examine it

as a whole and get the bigger picture.

What this Sermon is NOT!
a. It is not a Defence:- Given the context, we would have 

expected Stephen to give a defence for his faith. 

After all, he is on trial for his life. 

Instead we see not a defence,

but a indictment of the Jews themselves.

b. It is not an evangelistic appeal:-

The content of Stephen’s sermon is completely different 

from any other sermon given in the book of Acts. 

There is almost no mention of either Jesus or 

of His resurrection. Neither is there any call for repentance, 

but only a strong accusation of guilt.

Acts 7:1-29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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What this Sermon IS? This sermon is 

the longest recorded sermon in the Book of Acts.

Twice as long as Peter’s sermon at Pentecost.

It is Scriptural:-

It is basically a retelling 

of the entire story of the Old Testament. 

Much of it consists of direct quotations from 

the Scriptures. His conclusion is merely applying 

the message of those Scriptures to his hearers.

Acts 7:1-29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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It has a geographical orientation!

Stephen focuses on the land, the Temple 

And the Law. The charge against him 

was that he spoke against "this holy place." 

He speaks of the places where God dealt with Israel.

He begins in Mesopotamia where he was first called.

He then takes us to Haran by the Euphrates River.

He takes us to the Promised land

and then to Egypt in the days of Joseph.

He returns us to Shechem

for Jacob’s burial and back to Egypt.

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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He retells how the Lord 

appeared to Moses on Mount Sinai.

He recaps the Exodus from Egypt 

through the Red Sea.

He tells of the 40 years in the Wilderness.

He mentions the Tabernacle and the Temple, 

but issues a disclaimer that the Lord 

does not dwell in a house made with hands.

It has a "rejection motif."
God chooses to use Joseph, even though 

he had been rejected by his brothers.

God chooses to use Moses, even though 

he had been disowned by his fellow Israelites.

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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God chooses His prophets, but they are 

persecuted and killed by the Israelites.

God chose "the Righteous One" who was 

betrayed and murdered by the very Sanhedrin 

who now sits in judgment over Stephen.

It is Spirit-filled!
Stephen was described in Acts 6:3 as 

a man who was "full of the Spirit and of wisdom."

in Acts 6:5 as a man

"full of faith and the Holy Spirit."

In Acts 6:8 as "full of grace and power."

At the time of his death he was said to be 

"full of the Holy Spirit." (7:55;)

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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Yet though this was a Spirit-filled sermon, 

no one came to Christ as a result of hearing it. 

Instead, it brought about Stephen’s death.

The same is true today with the message

of the gospel that we preach, to some it is

a message of life to others it is a message of death.

In spite of the theme of judgment

evident in this sermon, it was not motivated 

by anger or resentment, but by love and grace. 

Verse 8 says that Stephen was "full of grace."

His last words will be a prayer of intercession 

on behalf of those who are putting him to death.

Acts 6:8 to 7:29; STEPHEN:- HIS MESSAGE?
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Next in the series:- 7:1; to 7.29; 

Stephen’s Preaching continued.

Acts 6:8 to 7:1; 
The PREACHING OF STEPHEN

Lesson 1 Slide 1
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Acts 7:1; to 7:29; Preaching of Stephen?

Lesson 2 Slide 57
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Stephen’s defence wasn’t a defence at all.  

He knew he was doomed to death.  

It was a foregone conclusion.

He used this opportunity to condemn his judges

for their long history of abuse of God’s prophets

and their constant refusal

to seek God’s will and obey Him.

He shows that God had always tried to win

their trust and obedience but He had failed

because they had always refused to obey.

7:1; “Then the high priest asked him, 

"Are these charges true?”
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Abraham to Isaac and Jacob. (v2-8;)

The selling of Joseph to Egypt. (v9-16;)

The oppression of the Israelites to their forty 

year wanderings in the wilderness. (v17-36;)

Stephen expounded upon the disobedience

of the Israelites when they rejected Moses 

and the law given to him by God. (vs 37-43;)

Stephen in his defence recites some 

key points in Israel’s history.  (Acts 7:1-50;)
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His opening words, would certainly 

arrest their attention. He began in the right way!

“Brethren and fathers, the GOD OF GLORY.”

He identifies himself with his audience.

RIGHT THERE, using the title “The GOD OF GLORY”

he demolished the first accusation 

levelled against him - the charge that

he spoke blasphemous words against GOD.

You will remember the SHEKINAH - THE CLOUD OF 

GLORY, which was the symbol of God's presence 

with His people, after their departure from Egypt?       

that was the Glory of God, hence 'the God of Glory.'

Acts 7:2; “And he said, "Hear me, brethren and fathers! 

The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham 

when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran.”
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3 “Leave your country and your people, 

God said, 'and go to the land I will show you.”

4 “So he left the land of the Chaldean’s 

and settled in Haran. After the death 

of his father, God sent him to this land 

where you are now living.”

2 “To this he replied: "Brothers and fathers, 

listen to me! The God of glory appeared 

to our father Abraham while he was still

in Mesopotamia,  before he lived in Haran.”

God had Promised Abraham! Acts 7:2-8;
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Stephen recounts the Old Testament story 

from the call of Abraham to that very day.

He begins with God’s call to Abraham while 

he was still in Ur. The story in the Old Testament 

does not make it clear just where 

Abraham had been when God first called him.

But Stephen says he was in Ur when God 

called him to go into another land.

Their History:- A History of Disobedience.
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Abraham’s Journey! Acts 7:4;
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5 “He gave him no inheritance here, not even 

a foot of ground. But God promised him 

that he and his descendants after him 

would possess the land, even though 

at that time Abraham had no child.”

God had Promised Abraham! Acts 7:2-8;

6 “God spoke to him in this way: 'Your 

descendants will be strangers in a country 

not their own, and they will be enslaved 

and mistreated four hundred years.” 
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God predicted the slavery in Egypt! Acts 7:4-8;

7 “But I will punish the nation they serve 

as slaves,' God said, 'and afterward 

they will come out of that country 

and worship me in this place.”

8. “Then He made the covenant of 

circumcision with him: and so when his son 

Isaac was born Abraham circumcised him on 

the eighth day;” similarly Isaac circumcised 

Jacob, and Jacob the twelve patriarchs.
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The Jews were impressed with the Land of Canaan. 

They referred to it as the "Holy Land." 

Furthermore, even when Abraham did 

leave Mesopotamia, he did not immediately come 

to Canaan, but instead lived for a time in Haran.

It was only after the death of his father 

that he came and lived in the land.

God had Promised Abraham! Acts 7:2-8;

They thought of it as the land where God lived. 

But God had first spoken to Abraham 

long before he ever came to Canaan. 

God spoke to him when he was still living 

in Mesopotamia - the land between 

the Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers.
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The promise was that his descendants would 

live here. But before they would live here, 

they would first live in a foreign land.

Here is the point. God is not limited to a PLACE.

He is able to speak and work 

apart from a land and apart from a Temple. 

Stephen has been accused of blasphemy 

because he said the Temple will be destroyed.

Yet that is not blasphemy

because it is possible for God 

to work perfectly well without a Temple.

God had Promised Abraham! Acts 7:2-8;
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Stephen had said that God had appeared

to ABRAHAM while he lived in MESOPOTAMIA. 

BEFORE HE ENTERED THE LAND OF CANAAN, 

and promised Abraham that he would 

take possession of the LAND.

This - and other promises - were made to Abraham

before the Covenant of Circumcision - and before 

the Mosaic Covenant had been concluded at SINAI; 

Therefore, these covenants, by which people were 

made Israelites and in later history, Jews, were NOT 

the basis on which God chose Abraham. Gal 3:17;

Acts 7:8; "And He gave him the covenant of circumcision; 

and so {Abraham} became the father of Isaac, and 

circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac {became the 

father of} Jacob, and Jacob {of} the twelve patriarchs.”



72

The Covenant of Circumcision!

Even though the Arabs were also descended from 

Abraham and also circumcised, the Jews always

looked upon circumcision as the sign of their 

connection to the God of their covenant, the One 

Who had created their nation and given their laws.

But circumcision also had a spiritual meaning

as we will see at the end of Stephen’s speech.

8 “Then he gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And 

Abraham became the father of Isaac and circumcised him 

eight days after his birth. Later Isaac became the father of 

Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs.”
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The reason Stephen is retelling their history 

is to show that God had 

a plan that He was working out for them.

His ultimate purpose was to bring the Offspring of 

Abraham into the world so all peoples could receive 

His blessing of forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Jesus was the fulfillment of Gods plan.

They had rejected God’s plan 

and killed their rightful King.

The Plan and Purpose of God?
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The Story of Joseph! Acts 7:9;

9 “Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, 

they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But God was with him”
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The Story of Joseph!

11 "Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, 

bringing great suffering, 

and our fathers could not find food.”  

12 “When Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, 

he sent our fathers on their first visit. 13 On their 

second visit, Joseph told his brothers who he was, 

and Pharaoh learned about Joseph's family.”

9 “Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold 

him as a slave into Egypt. But God was with him 10 and 

rescued him from all his troubles. He gave Joseph wisdom 

and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of 

Egypt; so he made him ruler over Egypt and all his palace.”



76

Notice the sin of the patriarchs. There are many 

which could have been mentioned, but the one 

which Stephen points out is that of JEALOUSY. 

The patriarchs were jealous of Joseph. 

And it is evident in the Scriptures 

that God was on Joseph’s side.

There is a reason that Stephen mentions 

the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers. 

The sin which they committed is now 

being repeated by the members of the Sanhedrin. 

They were motivated by a spirit of jealousy.
(Acts 5:17;)

Acts 7:9-16; Joseph:- Rejected by his brothers

but Accepted by God!
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They are doing to Stephen the very thing 

that Joseph’s brothers wished to do to him. 

His brothers had originally planned to murder him. 

It was only happenstance that caused them

to sell him into slavery in Egypt.

The Sanhedrin has the same murderous attitude 

toward Stephen. 

They are going through the motions of a trial, 

but there is already murder in their heart.

Acts 7:9-16; Joseph:- Rejected by his brothers

but Accepted by God!
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God was with Joseph, not only when he was 

in Canaan, but even when he was sold into slavery 

in Egypt. Indeed, the salvation of 

everyone in the family of Israel was found in Egypt.

When a severe famine struck the land of Canaan,

it was in Egypt that they were able to find food. 

The entire family of Jacob 

eventually moved into Egypt and lived there.

Acts 7:9-16; Joseph:- Rejected by his brothers

but Accepted by God!
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The Story of Joseph! Acts 7:13;
On their second visit, 

Joseph told his brothers who he was, 

and Pharaoh learned about Joseph's family.”

It is only because Joseph made himself 

known to them, which made it possible for them 

to recognize him, so could they be saved.
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15 “Then Jacob went down to Egypt, 

where he and our fathers died.”

Acts 7:14; “After this, Joseph sent for his father 

Jacob and his whole family, seventy-five in all.”
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The famine brought Joseph to power

and brought Israel into Egypt.

Some Egyptologists think the pharaoh 

of the time was a Hyksos, 

a Semitic ruler, not a true Egyptian.

This might explain why the Pharaoh

was kindly disposed to the Hebrews.

The Story of Joseph!
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15 “Then Jacob went down to Egypt, 

where he and our fathers died.”

16 “Their bodies were brought back 

to Shechem and placed in the tomb that 

Abraham had bought from the sons of Hamor 

at Shechem for a certain sum of money.”

Acts 7:15-16; Patriarchal Tombs at Shechem.
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Acts 7:16; “Their bodies were brought back 

to Shechem 

Acts 7:15-16; Patriarchal Tombs at Shechem.

When he speaks about Joseph and his brothers, 

STEPHEN mentions SHECHEM. 

This was a very bold thing to do, 

because whilst SHECHEM, was, indeed, 

the place where JOSEPH was eventually buried. 

AT THE TIME STEPHEN WAS 

MAKING HIS SPEECH, it was a holy place 

of the despised SAMARITANS!”
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Confusion over burial sites! Most commentators 

say that Stephen made a mistake. 

But it turns out that there are 

2 different burial sites in Genesis, 

one bought by Abraham and one bought by Jacob:

Acts 7:16; “And were carried over into Shechem, 

and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum 

of money of the sons of Emmor the father of 

Sychem.
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Acts 7:16; “And were carried over into Sychem, and 

laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of 

money of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem.

Bought by: Abraham!

Where: Machpelah.

From whom: Ephron, Hittite.

Gen 23:17;

Who buried: Abraham & Sarah.

Isaac & Rebekah.

Jacob & Leah.

Jacob!

Shechem.

Sons of Hamor,

Shechem‘s father.

Gen 33:19;

Joseph. 

(Jos 24:32;)

12 Patriarchs?
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Jacob dug a well at Shechem on land 

he purchased from the sons of Hamor,

the father of Shechem. 

Evidently as Cain had named the city he built 

after his son Enoch, Hamor might have built this city 

and named it after his son Shechem. 

The city is at the centre of the land of Palestine, 

the area that became Samaria and the location 

where Jesus talked to the Samaritan woman. (Jn 4;)

Acts 7:16; Patriarchal Tombs at Shechem.
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17 "As the time drew near for God to 

fulfill His promise to Abraham, the number 

of our people in Egypt greatly increased.”

18 “Then another king, who knew nothing 

about Joseph, became ruler of Egypt.”

19 “He dealt treacherously with our people 

and oppressed our forefathers by forcing 

them to throw out their newborn babies 

so that they would die.”

Acts 7:17-22; Moses:- Rejected by Israel

but Accepted by God!
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Stephen’s Defence!

Key issue:- True meaning of Moses.

The Nation’s INABILITY to recognize what 

God is doing, especially change!

20 "At that time Moses was born, and 

he was no ordinary child. For three months 

he was cared for in his father's house.”

21 “When he was placed outside, Pharaoh's 

daughter took him and brought him up 

as her own son. 22 Moses was educated

in all the wisdom of the Egyptians 

and was powerful in speech and action.” 

Acts 7:20-22; The Birth of Moses.
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We knew from the story in the Old Testament 

that Moses was born at the time the Egyptians 

were killing the male children of the Hebrews. 

Moses was deemed "lovely in the sight of God" from 

his very birth. When the Pharaoh of Egypt called 

for the death penalty of all male Hebrew children, 

little Moses was set adrift in a basket on the Nile –

This could have been seen 

as rejection by his own family.

But we know he was hidden for three months by his 

parents. Then was raised by Pharaoh’s daughter.

Acts 7:20-22; The Birth of Moses.
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Stephen states that Moses was ' beautiful before God'

Josephus claims, in Ant. 1:9 ch.6, 

that, as an infant, Moses was so beautiful 

that people turned to gaze at him in admiration. 

In Heb 11:23; we read that, when Moses was born,

he was hidden by his parents for three months, 

because as the Greek text says quite literally, 

'they saw the little child beautiful'.

But that expression 'beautiful before God', 

is a Hebrew idiom - a Hebrew expression, 

expressing 'excellence in God's sight'.

Compare the opposite state, in Gen 13:13;

where the men of SODOM are described

as 'sinners before the Lord exceedingly.' (A.V.)

Acts 7:20; "It was at this time that Moses was born; 

and he was lovely in the sight of God, 

and he was nurtured three months in his father's home.”
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It was not his own family who raised him, 

but the daughter of the Egyptian Pharaoh 

who adopted him and raised as her own son.

New information Stephen gives us by the inspiration 

of the holy Spirit is that Moses received the best 

the Egyptian educational system had to offer 

and that he was powerful in speech and action.

Acts 7:22; "Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, 

and he was a man of power in words and deeds.”
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Moses was also ' mighty in his words and his deeds 

- that, as a prince in Egypt.

This describes his life BEFORE God called him.

It refers to the ROYAL TRAINING and EDUCATION he 

received as the supposed

'son of the daughter of Pharaoh'.

It is interesting to notice that Stephen 

does not reject Heathen, or Gentile Education, 

as being something evil. 

The orthodox Jew would certainly shun Gentile,

or 'non-Jewish', education, and might 

even have avoided making any mention 

of this phase in the life of Moses. 

Acts 7:22; "Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, 

and he was a man of power in words and deeds.”
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Orthodox Jews, in N.T. times, restricted education to 

the study of the LAW, MUSIC and HISTORY - Hebrew 

history, of course! Since, after all, God was not 

considered to be interested in the GENTILE world!

As for the DEEDS of Moses; Hebrew tradition 

does claim that, as A PRINCE IN EGYPT. 

Moses led the Egyptian army in a battle 

against the Ethiopians, and was victorious.

What is more, it is claimed that Moses did for Egypt 

what 'Saint Patrick' is said to have done for Ireland. 

He got rid of the snakes. Moses did this

- so the story goes - by importing flocks of IBIS 

to feed on the snakes.

Acts 7:22; "Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, 

and he was a man of power in words and deeds.”
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Some put the period of enslavement of Israel 

as beginning sometime after the death of Joseph. 

According to one estimate of biblical chronology, 

Joseph died in 1590 BC. Adding 400 years 

to that would put the Exodus in about 1190 BC.

But others date the period of enslavement 

from the time Israel entered Egypt, 

and put that date at around 1876 BC. 

That would put the Exodus at around 1476 BC.

215 Hundred Years slavery in Egypt! 
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215 Hundred Years not 430 years

slavery in Egypt! 
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215 Hundred Years not 430 years

slavery in Egypt! 
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215 Hundred Years not 430 years

slavery in Egypt! 
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23 "When Moses was forty years old, 

he decided to visit his fellow Israelites.” 

24 “He saw one of them being mistreated 

by an Egyptian, so he went to his defence 

and avenged him by killing the Egyptian.”

Moses’ mother had been his “nanny”

and must have educated him 

in his people’s history.  

He knew he was an Israelite.

Acts 7:23-24; Moses Knew He was an Israelite.
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Why did Stephen 

tell the story 

In verse 24?

Acts 7:24; Question?
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25 “Moses thought that his own people 

would realize that God was using him 

to rescue them, but they did not.” 

26 “The next day Moses came upon

two Israelites who were fighting.

He tried to reconcile them by saying,

'Men, you are brothers; 

why do you want to hurt each other?”

Acts 7:24-26; Moses Believed 

He was God’s Deliverer of His People.
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27 "But the man who was mistreating 

the other pushed Moses aside and said, 

'Who made you ruler and judge over us?” 

28 “Do you want to kill me 

as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?”

Acts 7:27-29; He was Right but God wasn’t Ready.

Stephen is saying, even Moses –

the man who was 'beautiful in the eyes of God' 

was abused and misunderstood and rejected

by his people, THEIR forefathers.

29 “When Moses heard this, he fled to Midian, 

where he settled as a foreigner and had two sons.” 
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Moses thought he was ready to lead God’s 

people out of Egypt.  He knew the prophecy 

and that the four hundred years were ended. 

But God has His own time table. 

Moses was ready but God wasn’t.

Acts 7:27-29; He was Right but God wasn’t Ready.



112



113

What has been called “Stephen’s Defence” 

is obviously not an attempt to save his life 

and he does not think he can 

change their minds about anything.

He knows he is as good as dead. But he can give

the Sanhedrin many things to think about. 

It is possible that some of them might 

have later come to accept his testimony 

about Jesus and be saved.

Conclusion of Acts 7:1-29;
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“And I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your seed and 

her Seed; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise His heel.” (Gen 3:15;)

“What purpose then does the law serve? 

It was added because of transgressions, 

till the Seed should come to whom 

the promise was made; and it 

was appointed through angels 

by the hand of a mediator.” (Gal 3:19;)

Bible OVERVIEW.
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“But when the fullness of the time

had come, God sent forth His Son,

born of a woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were under

the law, that we might receive

the adoption as sons.”
(Gal 4: 4-5;)

Bible OVERVIEW.
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When God made the promise

To send the woman's “Seed,"

He was linking God and man

To fill man's greatest need.

Bible genealogies,

No waste of time and ink,

Showed the way from 

Eve to Christ -

They traced that vital link.
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They showed to all 

who read them,

God’s careful long-term plan -

His scheme for our redemption –

His way of saving man.

Now that the Seed has come,

Genealogies may go.

They served their time and 

purpose;

Their end-point now we know.
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To God they were important

And also to mankind,

As the prophetic clock

Continued to unwind.

Now, if you like to keep yours,

To God it's not a sin.

But now no genealogy,

Means anything to Him.
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