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THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

He set a seal upon them
"I believe that when Christ, before and after His Resurrection, treated the

Scriptures of the Old Testament as being of Divine authority, He set a seal upon
them which I dare not disregard, I believe that Christ was infdlible, and that when
criticism questions the accuracy of His attitude, it is wrong, whatever its conclusion
may be."
Campbell Morgan.
Two sides to the Gospel

"We cannot be filled until we are first empty. You cannot fill with new wine a
vessel which is partly filled already with old wine, until the old wine has been poured
out. This, then, is one of those statements which remind us that there has to be a

kind of emptying before there can be a filling. There are always two sides to the
gospel; there is a pulling down and a raising up. You remember the words of the
ancient Simeon concerning our Lord and Saviour when he held Him as an Infant in
his arms. He said, 'this child is set for the fall and rising again of many.' The fall
comes before the rising again. It is an essential part of the gospel that conviction
must always precede conversion; the gospel of Christ condemns before it releases."
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones.
"Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel."

"So He was in Israel, and so He is still. There are schools and systems of in
terpretation of Scripture; there are schools and systems of philosophy; and of this
and that, in which this prophecy uttered by Simeon that day is still being fulfilled.
They rise, and they stand, and they fall, just as they receive or reject Immanuel. But
our question with this Scripture before us is not about schools and systems of
theology and philosophy, but about our own souls. Has Mary's Son, then; has God's
Son, been a stumbling stone to me? Or, has He been the one foundation laid in Zion
for me? Has He, to my everlasting salvation, and to His everlasting praise, lifted me
up from all my falls and made me to stand upon His righteousness as upon a rock?
Simeon himself had at one time stumbled and been broken on this child, and on His
too great name. But the steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord, and He
delighteth in his way. Though he fall he shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord
upholdeth him with His hand. Now, unto Him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy: to
the only wise God, our Saviour."
Alexander Whyte.

"Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us Thine aid:
Star of the East, the horizon adorning.
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid."
H. Heber.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

TIOHBOX
"In 1 COR. 7:17 Paul uses the expression, *And so ordain I in all
churches.' Could you please eicplain what he means; and also in other
places where he speaks about 'setting things in order'?"
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Some Christians seem io have strange ideas concerning the Verb "to ordain".
Perhaps this is because they have heard of, or seen, very grand ordination
ceremonies and have concluded that some form of mysticism surrounds such
ceremonies. In fact, the idea is perfectiy straightforward so far as the Bible is con
cerned, but there are several variations of application which we shall need to look at.
Authority

The phraseology used in 1 Cor. 7:17 suggests that Paul had the authority to
"ordain" and to "set in order", and this is quite true. Paul had seen the Lord, as he
explained to the Corinthian Christians, "Am I not an apostie? am I not free? have I

not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? (1 Cor. 9:1). It is
manifestly clear, however, that he had not the additional qualification as revealed in

Acts 1:22, namely, he had not "companied with" the original twelve, but it is very
clear that Paul was commissioned directly, by the Lord Himself, to be the Apostie to
the Gentiles. Concerning the resurrected Christ he said, "After that, he was seen of
James; then of all the aposties. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born
out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, that I am not meet to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what
I am" (Cor. 15:7-10).
So the authority which Paul had was Apostolic, and because of this he could claim
the privileges given to the other Apostles by Jesus, "Verily I say unto you. Whatso
ever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matt. 18:18).
'So Ordain I'

The word rendered "ordain" in 1 Cor. 7:17 is given by the Greek word

DIATASSO, and has the general meaningof "to arrange, to appoint, to prescribe".
The word is used in Acts 7:44, when Stephen said, "Our fethers had the tabernacle
of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he
should make it according to the fashion that he had seen."

One must always view the Apostolic Writings relative to the times in which they
were written. The early Christians were bathed in the heady glow of the New Order

in Christ. The Lord would soon come again and they would all be transported to
Heaven, consequentiy, the old relationships, verities, and values could be

abandoned. It was against this background that Paul had to arrange, to order, to set
standards in the various local congregations, even though, it was thought, it might
only be for a short period of time.

Therefore, we can understand what he had to arrange in Corinth, for example.
Believing husbands were wanting to leave unbelieving wives, and vice versa; Paul
had to order them to stay together. Converted slaves were leaving their masters, and
Paul had to order them to stay with them, as a matter of fact he said, "Let every
man abide in the same calling wherein he was called" (1 Cor. 7:20). He exhorted Hie

unmarried to serve the Lord in the uninarried state, but he left the door open for
marriage if that was the desire. He made it dear that to obey God was of more value

than endless discussions on circumcision and uncircumci^n. He had 'to arrange
that everything should be done decently and in order; that there should be no defile

ment of the Lord's Table. He had to set in order and correct the tendency to
establish parties and factions within the Church. We can enter the very heart of this
great Apostle when, after recounting the many things he had suffered at the hands of
his tormentor^ he ended by saying, "Beside these things that are without that which
Cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches" (2 Cor. 11:28). Paul had the
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heart of the true shepherd; he didn't want to see the flock dispersed and facingthe

dangers from all directions. Furthermore, as the Apostle to the Gentiles he had
founded most of these churches. Therefore, he had to bring order out of a certain

degreeof chaos so that Christianity could survive in an alien world.
'The Present Distress'

Some have concluded that the arrangements which Paul made for the churches
wereonlyfor a limited period of time and thereforeare not bindingon us today, con
sequently, the "order" or the "prescription" can be changed to suit our needs. I
believe that because of this false idea we are now seeing religious groups" condoning

the possession by nations of nuclear weapons; accepting forms of doctrine on
baptism and leadership which are not consistent with Paul's arrangements; sur
rendering to the completely imscriptural campaign for the admission of women into
the so-called priesthood. But we understand, of course, that once the original is
thought of as being defective then error can only be compounded. If Paul's arrange
ments and appointments were only of a temporary nature, then wemight be excused
for asking ourselves "how temporary is temporary", and where do we look for

guidanceoncethe temporary period is over.Arewethen left to the capriciouswhims
of men who claim Divine guidance and Spirit motivation? No, we must look to the
Bible as the inspired Word of God and realise that only therein shall we find
guidance for all time.

"Distress" in 1 Cor. 7:26 has the meaning of "necessity", imposed either by exter
nal circumstances or internal pressure. As an example of external circumstances we
must realise that the first Christian communities were in an alien world and many
of them had needs which could only be met by the sacrifices of their brethren. As an

example of internal pressure we can quote Paul, "For though I preach the gospel, I
have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I
preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. 9:16).
Is there anyone today who would be bold enough to say that distress is not everpresent. We know full well that necessity exists in many parts of the world and can
only be relieved by the care and concern of the brethren, or do we fondly imagine
that Christians exist only in the affluent Western societies? And when did the inter
nal pressure to preach the Gospel depart from the Church, and'by whose decree?
No, my dear feUow-christian and friend, the extent and the degree of the problem
may vary from age to age, but the fundamental resolution of those problems must be
by the Divine arrangements and appointments as revealed in the Word of God,
otherwise we are in deep trouble scripturally. We can see the evidence today of what
defection from that high standard has left us with, so we need to embrace the fact
that what God has 'ordained' by His appointed Messengers, and handed down to use
in His Word, is for the well-being of the Church for all time, and should be promoted
by His Church today whenever and wherever we can. May He grant us the fidelity
and courage to do this, for His Name's sake.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan.)
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Love, The Essential Ingredient
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