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PART 5c 
“History of the Lord's New Covenant People.” 

THE SPIRITUAL BODY OF CHRIST 
began on the first Jewish Day of Pentecost

after the cross. 

Through succeeding centuries various religious 
movements have arisen within the context

of THE ASSEMBLY and her influence. 
This lesson presents an overview of these events.

PART 5c  
The History of

The Lord's Reign over His New Family
The beginning of Division.



  

FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS
after its beginning

THE LORD’S FAMILY
Reproduced after its own kind

by sowing the pure seed, God's Word. 

Following God's one Divine Pattern,
all Christians were united in faith,

doctrine and practice. 



  

But even during this time God warned 
that “some shall depart from the faith.”

(1 Timothy 4:1;) 

and that they would
“turn away from the truth.”

(2 Timothy 4:4;) 

Jesus, Himself, had warned,
“Beware of false teachers.”

The Assembly, the Family, The Kingdom.



  

Even in the days of Paul
some were perverting

or changing the gospel.
(Galatians 1:7;)

The Assembly, the Family, The Kingdom.



  

SOME DID BEGIN DEPARTING
from the faith. 

The first major change
was made in the manner

the local congregations were governed. 

The seed for this departure
was planted by false teachers

even in the days of the apostles. 



  

“The change was gradual
but by 150 A. D.

history shows a definite change
from God's original pattern

of church government.”
Phillip Schaff, History of the Christian Church. 

Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1910, Vol. 1, p. 493.

However, a few Christians continued 
faithful to God and His Word.



  

ACCORDING TO GOD`S PATTERN
in the New Testament,

Jesus Christ is the ONLY
HEAD of THE ASSEMBLY
both in heaven and on earth.

 (Matthew 28:18;) 



  

Each congregation under Christ
is ruled by elders who are

appointed by God through His word
to oversee the local congregation

of which they are members.
(Acts 20:28;)  

Deacons, teachers, preachers and the other 
members work and worship together under 

the oversight of their elders. (Hebrews 13:17;) 

This is God's arrangement
Could mere man think that

they can improve on God's plan?



  

THIS CHART ILLUSTRATES
how the early assemblies

were organized under Christ.

Numerous local congregations,
represented by the circles,

existed throughout the Roman Empire. 



  

Each local congregation
was governed by a group of men

appointed from among its members
to guide and discipline

the members of the assembly. 

They were known as
elders or bishops or pastors

as they were to shepherd the flock. 



  

They were to watch over their local 
congregation with the same love

and tenderness which characterizes
a shepherd caring for his sheep. 

Still today, as then, the body of elders
in a congregation is fully authorized
of the Lord to fulfill these functions. 

According to God's Pattern
one elder is never to be exalted
above any of the other elders.



  

But soon after the death of the apostles, 
uninspired men began

exalting one elder above the others
and reserving for that elder alone

the title of "bishop."

From this seemingly innocent beginning, 
a dangerous trend developed

which ultimately triggered a struggle
for power among congregation leaders. 



  

“In spite of Christ's Teaching, soon 
individual "bishops" were presiding over 

several congregations within a district 
which came to be known as a diocese.”

Schaff, Ibid., pp. 494-495. =Kenneth S. Latourette, Christianity 
Through the Ages. New York: Harper & Row,

Pub., 1965, p. 67. Nichols, Ibid., pp. 42, 62.



  

Eventually these so called “bishops" 
within certain regions

started meeting together
to discuss mutual and current problems. 

By the third century formal meetings
were taking place attended by the

bishops within a given Roman Province.



  

These meetings, innocent at first,
soon gave rise to the formulation of 

human rules and doctrinal statements
to be used by the congregations.

“These religious laws
were doctrines and commandments

of mere men,
NOT those of Christ and His apostles.”

Schaff, Ibid., Vol. ll, pp. 176-177. Eusebius, Ibid., pp. 233-234.



  

THEN CAME THE FIRST HUMAN CREED
signed to govern all Christians.

Known today as the Nicene Creed. 



  

It was written in 325 A. D. by bishops
from the western portion of

the Roman Empire when they met
together for the first world wide council

at Nicaea, near Constantinople.

This council was called together,
NOT by DIVINE authority, but simply
by the Roman emperor, Constantine.



  

These men ASSUMED to themselves
the authority to make and bind

religious laws upon God's people.

A right and authority which belongs
only to Jesus Christ,

the ONLY HEAD of His body.



  

THE NICENE CREED
was the first human creed to receive

general acceptance by church leaders
throughout the Roman Empire. 

Any "Christian" who would not
 subscribe to this creed

was branded as a "heretic." 

Nevertheless,
some remained faithful to God,

rejecting creeds of men. 



  

Over a period of several generations
others had become more or less 
accustomed to accepting human 

dogmas in keeping with the decisions
of local and regional councils.

Ultimately a world wide council
was accepted as part of the changing
organizational structure of the church.

This was another departure
from God's way which paved the path
for the development of papal power 

some years later.



  

When Constantine, the roman emperor,
was arranging the council meeting

at Nicaea, he did not at that time claim
to be a Christian but a friend of Christianity. 



  

However, he was very influential
in the church of his day.

As emperor he gave orders
for the Bible to be reproduced

which resulted in the production
of fifty handwritten copies. 

Christianity had not always
enjoyed governmental approval.



  

“At the time that Constantine
first won the throne in the fourth

century, Christians were suffering
cruel persecution in keeping

with official government policy.” 



  

“The Roman people, however,
could not help but notice

the calmness and serenity with which
Christians faced torture and death.”

“Christ had promised to be
with His people to the very end.”
 Latourette, Ibid., p. 35; -Matthew 28:19-20;



  

Constantine soon decided that this powerful force,
found only in Christianity, should be nurtured

and befriended for the benefit of the Roman Empire.

Accordingly, he issued the Edict of Milan
in 313 A.D. which ended this particular

persecution of Christians. 

“Christianity was then tolerated
as one of the many religions

in the Roman Empire.”
Frederick A. Norwood, The Development of Modern 

Christianity Since 1500. New York: Abingdon Press, 1956, p



  

Constantine proceeded to make 
Christianity popular both by subtle

influences and inducements
involving prestige and wealth. 



  

He appointed Christians to high offices,
granted bishops of the church

judicial power and abolished taxation
of the churches and church leaders.

Even after Constantine's death
this interplay between

Christianity and the empire continued. 



  

This was one of the great influences
toward the ultimate development

of a power structure in the church
years later similar to the power structure

of the Roman Empire. 

“This never would have taken place
had men been satisfied with God's way.”

Rolland H. Bainton, The Church of Our Fathers.
New York: Charles Scribners Sons, 1944, p. 34; 

Latourette, Ibid., p. 36.



  

Although Constantine was not baptized
until just before he died.

As Emperor he exercised tremendous
influence over the church leaders.

“He was able to sway
the Christianity of his day to serve

his own purposes and policy.”
Paul Hutchinson and Winfred E. Garrison, 20 Centuries of

Christianity. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1959, p. 146.



  

The power structure of
the Roman Empire was in the form

of a pyramid with the emperor at the top.



  

Advisors and governors
served under the emperor and they,
in turn, ruled over lesser authorities.

The efficiency of this arrangement
in governmental affairs had

a great appeal for the church authorities.



  

Comparing the Roman church of
some years later with the Roman Empire,
one can see that the church government

became almost identical in form
to the old Roman government. 



  

Since Rome was the most prominent
world centre, succeeding
Roman bishops enjoyed

more and more prestige and power.

Over the years the Roman bishop
came to be acknowledged generally

as the only universal ruler
of the Roman Church. 



  

Ultimately the title of “pope” was used
exclusively in reference

to the exalted Roman bishop.
This title was never used or worn
by Christ or any of His apostles.

See Bower's, Lives of the Popes, Vol 2,
p. 546 ed London, 1750



  

In the chart the Catholic Church
is dated from 606 A. D.

This is the date when Boniface 3rd
took the title of universal bishop

of the Catholic Church. 



  

Ultimately the Title of Pope
 was used Exclusively

in reference to
The exalted Roman Bishop.

This title was
never used or worn

by Christ or any of is apostles. 



  

Even among the apostles 600 years
earlier there was not one who dared to

claim such power as “universal bishop.” 

The people were now looking
to a mere man as “head of the church.” 



  

Faithful Christians were scattered
and usually found in minority groups. 

They were often referred to
as “heretics.”

But where was Christ's Assembly
during these years? 



  

In 1054 a division occurred
in the Catholic Church resulting
In the formation of two groups:

the Roman Church
and the Greek Orthodox Church. 



  

Not only did these groups
have differences between themselves.

They both differed markedly
from the assembly

which Christ established
in the days of the apostles.

The trend away from
the original doctrine and organization

as given by Jesus in the New Testament
preceded the division and continued

to characterize both groups. 



  

“New doctrines, practices,
and ordinances of uninspired men

continued to appear.
as the Roman Church

evolved through the centuries, ”
Norwood, Ibid., p. 22.

One of these new ordinances,
the doctrine of penance,
gave rise to the infamous

“Sale of Indulgences”
of the 16th century. 



  

The Roman priests promised the people 
that for certain donations to their church 

they would not have to suffer
temporal punishment for their sins. 



  

The people were urged to
purchase these privileges in advance. 

“St. Peter's Basilica in Rome stands today
as a reminder of the huge sums of money 

collected through these sales
which were used in its construction.” 

Hutchinson and Garrison, Ibid., p. 196.



  

The system of Confession
was begun in 1215 A.D.

Where a Priest assumed the position 
between God and Man. 

A separate priesthood, which had 
characterized the Jewish religion,

was adopted by Roman theologians. 



  

The Catholic priests came to be considered 
special representatives of God with the power 
to pronounce forgiveness or retention of sins. 

The Catholic priests came to be considered 
special representatives of God with the power 
to pronounce forgiveness or retention of sins. 



  

A person was required
to confess his sins to a Catholic priest

in order to receive forgiveness.

However, the Bible teaches that every 
Christian is a priest, that Christ is the 
only Mediator between God and man.



  

That sins are to be confessed,
not to a priest, but directly to God

or mutually to one another.
Hebrews 7:5; Hutchinson and Garrison, Ibid., pp. 147-148; 

1 Timothy 2:5; - I John 1:7-9; James 5:16;



  

Jesus kept his promise
that the apostles be

“guided  into all truth.''

During the period of inspiration,
before 100 A. D.,

the inspired Scriptures were completed.

But later doctrines were uninspired
having been introduced

by uninspired men.



  

A few examples are: the use of holy 
water; mass instead of the Lord's 

Supper;' extreme unction; celibacy, 
which forbids marriage to the clergy; 



  

Transubstantiation, which teaches
that the bread and wine become

the literal body and blood of Christ; 

purgatory; , changes in congregational 
singing;" and sprinkling instead

of Bible baptism which is immersion.



  

Many Protestant churches
later adopted these erroneous practices 

from the Catholic Church
taking for granted that they had 

originated in the inspired Scriptures.' 

Hutchinson and Garrison, Ibid., pp. 146-147;
Nichols, Ibid., p. 41; ' Norwood, Ibid., p. 20;

Norwood, Ibid., p. 46; 5 Hutchinson and Garrison,
pp. 148-149; "Catholic Encyclopaedia”,

Robert Appleton Co. N.Y. 7907. Vol. X pp 651, 657;
Op. Cit. Vol. 11 pp 261d-262a.



  

God's word warns in 1 Timothy 4:1-3;

“Now the Spirit speaks expressly,
that in the later times some shall

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with a hot iron;

Forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from meats, which God hath created

to be received with thanksgiving
of them which believe and know the truth.”



  

Notice that the Holy Spirit himself brands 
the doctrines

Of "forbidding to marry”
and “commanding to abstain

from meats” as “doctrines of devils.” 

The Scriptures, therefore, stand against 
the introduction of uninspired doctrines 

even though approved by those who 
were considered “church authorities.”
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