Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. (Ps. 119:18)

T

to understand what an extraordinary thing it was for
anybody to imagine that a human being of flesh and
blood, who could be heard, seen and touched - and
was by those who were telling the story - could
come to be viewed as God the Creator and maker of
the very universe we all inhabit: the galaxies, stars,
planets and all. It may not have been beyond the
belief of those who followed the Greco-Roman gods
to accept that somebody they saw
as a man was in fact a god. The
gods in their pantheons apparently
were always interacting with humans, frequently immorally and
lustfully. But not the Jews. They
were fiercely monotheistic and so
revered Jehovah, and the concept
of Jehovah, that scribes would frequently perform ritual ablutions
There’s a wealth of study availbefore writing the word ‘Jehovah’
able in this small quotation alone.
into a text on a scroll. Ascribing
The opening of ‘That which’ rather
deity to a human was the very
than ‘He who’ spells out the conheight of blasphemy, punishable by
ceptual difficulty John had of pindeath. Such notions were so inning Jesus down and putting Him
grained into the Jews, any Jews, it
into a comfortable pigeon-hole.
is almost impossible to imagine
Here we see Him as both ‘the word
of life’ made manifest and a corpo- The Lansdowne Herakles (Hercules) how any of them could harbour the
(Getty Villa, Santa Monica, LA)
thought that the man, Jesus, was
real being who was heard, seen,
looked upon from afar, and touched from close to. deity, even of a lesser variety, let alone the very
This ‘Word’ was as human as we are yet He was Creator of the universe living here on Earth. Yet
also as abstract as a word. He was as timeless as the there were thousands of them by the time John
beginning yet He was manifest in time and had wrote his epistles. How come?
boundaries of birth and death as we do.
Jesus claims divinity
Right from the start of His ministry Jesus laid
The amazing fact of the Incarnation
We are used to the notion that Jesus was perfectly claims to be God, either directly or indirectly. InGod and perfectly man as well, even if we have ab- deed one of the first encounters we meet comes in
solutely no chance of ever explaining how this Mark’s gospel with the healing of the paralytic.
could be or could have happened. We fail so often Mark reports that His ministry began with an explohe people who walked and talked with Jesus
knew they had met something, some phenomenon, which was absolutely extraordinary. The apostle John opened his First Letter by
emphasizing this almost in tones of amazement:
‘That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — the life
was made manifest, and we have
seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which
was with the Father and was made
manifest to us — that which we
have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you...’ (1 Jn. 1:1-3).

sion of healing of various sorts, showing His authority over unclean spirits, demons and all sorts of diseases. But with the paralytic He ‘upped the ante’, as
we say, and openly forgave sins. Marvelling at His
healing powers was one thing but stepping directly
into God’s shoes and forgiving sins was an entirely
different matter in many eyes. We remember that
the paralytic’s friends took the tiles off the roof and
lowered their pal down to Jesus, who then deliberately did not heal his body but rather He healed his
soul: ‘“My son, your sins are forgiven.”’ (Mk. 2:5).
This provoked the expected, and probably intended,
response from the religious authorities present, so
Jesus challenges them: ‘“Which is easier, to say to
the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins he said to the paralytic— “I say to you,
rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And he rose
and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like
this!”’ (Mk 2:9-12).

Jesus stills the storm
(Picture Christian Computer Art)

ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to
them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no
faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said
to one another, “Who then is this, that even wind
and sea obey him?”’ (Mk 4:39-41). The disciples
had been present at the wedding in Cana and witnessed His mastery over the creative processes by
turning water into wine in an instant (Jn. 2:1-11).
This earlier incident served to help cement the realisation of the power Jesus had over nature. And
when He fed both five thousand men, plus women
and children, and then four thousand, with only a
few loaves and fishes the amazement amongst the
apostles must have been intense. They knew He was
indeed far more than a miracle worker and had powers only God could have.

Jesus demonstrates His divinity
Even during the early stages of His ministry when
Jesus was calling His special disciples, He produced
amazement to the point that one, Nathanael (who is
better known to us as Bartholomew), declared Him
to be ‘the Son of God’, long before Peter made that
same definitive statement at Caesaræa Philippi.
‘Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said
of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there
is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw
you." Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”’ (Jn. 1:4749).

As the time came for His death, Jesus ran into
very serious opposition. He sent out confusing signals to the Jews. He was in the Colonnade of Solomon, in the temple, and they asked him plainly to
tell them if He was the Christ. It must have been
normal practice in those days because He rarely
gave them what we would call ‘a straight answer’.
Why He couldn’t simply say, “Yes, I am the Messiah,” I don’t know but He would point them to what
He was doing and then invite them to work it out for
themselves. On this occasion He gave some teaching and finished it by saying: ‘“I and the Father are
one.”’ This further inflamed the situation and ‘The
Jews picked up stones again to stone him. Jesus an-

The ability of Jesus to see people when He was
not even in their vicinity convinced Nathanael to
some degree that here was a very special man, but
His mastery over the elements introduced His power
over nature. The best known incident of this was
when He stilled the storm on Galilee. Several of the
disciples were very familiar with the Sea of Galilee
and its various moods but this storm had them all
worried. Jesus was asleep, quite unconcerned but
they shook Him; ‘He awoke and rebuked the wind
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind
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which of course He did, but only in the sense that
He empowered Jesus and told Him that he had done
so. When Christ was in the grave there was nothing
the Father could do to help Him. Jesus had to exercise that power for Himself and by Himself. Once
the realisation truly sank in that Jesus had complete
power over life, death and the grave there could be
no other conclusion than that He was ‘“My Lord
and my God!”’ (Jn. 20:28, emphasis added), as
Thomas declared, thereby shedding the last vestiges
of his doubt.

swered them, “I have shown you many good works
from the Father; for which of them are you going to
stone me?” The Jews answered him, “It is not for a
good work that we are going to stone you but for
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”’ (Jn. 10:30-33).
Jesus’s power over death
It is one thing to claim to be God, many have done
this before and since Jesus was here on Earth, but
final proof, or
rather
final
demonstrations
to His disciples were necessary.
His
friend Lazarus
died in Bethany and Jesus
had apparently
ignored a plea
from Lazarus’s
sisters, Mary
and Martha, to
come to their
aid and help
them.
Four
days had gone
by. This was
The Raising of Lazarus
crucial because
Christian Computer Art)
the Jews believed that the soul only departed from the body after three days - so Lazarus, after four days, was demonstrably dead by everybody’s calculations. Mastery over diseases, and even over water, wine,
loaves and fishes and Galilean storms, amazing
though they all were, could not compare with the
power over death. Jesus was soon to demonstrate
that not only did He have this power to raise others,
like Lazarus, from the dead, He also had the power
to raise Himself from the dead. If this assertion
seems bizarre, consider carefully what we learn in
‘The Good Shepherd’ passage from John 10. There
Jesus tells us that ‘“...the Father loves me, because I
lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have
authority to take it up again. This charge I have
received from my Father,”’ (Jn. 10:17-18, emphasis
ours). We read elsewhere in Scripture that ‘God
raised him from the dead’ (Acts 13:30, Rom. 10:9),

Jesus the Creator
Having arrived at the monumental conclusion that
the Man they knew as Jesus was, and is, God, how
then did they come to decide that He was actually
the Word of God and the very Creator of the universe itself? I mean, we all know the famous opening verse of, ‘In the beginning was the Word and
the Word was with God and the Word was
God,’ (John 1:1). We all know, because we have
been told in the Bible, that: ‘All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.’ (John 1:3). This has been
spelt out even more specifically in passages such as
these:
‘Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also
he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and
he upholds the universe by the word of his power,’ (Heb 1:1-3, emphasis ours).
And,
‘He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of all creation. For by him all things were created,
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for
him,’ (Col 1:15-16, emphasis ours).
We know this because this conclusion has been
clearly made for us. The first Christians did not
have our Scriptures to tell them these truths yet they
made the connections long before they were written
down. It is in Luke’s Gospel that we have the first
recorded words of Jesus. He had gone to the Temple
in Jerusalem at 12-years-old and when his mother
finally caught up with Him and chided Him for going missing, he said: ‘Why [is it] that ye were seek3

ther’s will because His
ing me? did ye not know
will and the Father’s
that in the things of my
will are the same. The
Father it behoveth me to
rôle of the Son in the
be?' (Lk 2:49, Young’s
Godhead is to carry out
Literal
Translation).
the will and wishes of
Many versions record
the Father. The Father
the latter part of His
plans; the Son carries
words as: ‘“Did you not
out the Father’s plan
know that I must be in
and the Spirit upholds
my Father’s house?”’
and sustains. That’s a
The ESV, from which
ludicrously simple picthis quotation is taken,
ture of how the Godhowever, has a footnote
head operates but it
which accords with
works in the fields of
many other translations
salvation and creation.
as reading: ‘“Did you
The Father’s will was to
not know that I must be
The Boy Jesus in the Temple
save mankind so the
about My Father's busi(Picture from Christian Computer Art)
Son had the task of carness?”’ (NKJV). It wasrying
out
the
plan.
It
could
not be the Father who
n’t just that Jesus naturally had to be in the Temple
but that He was there doing what His Father wanted came to die for us; it had to be the Son. So too, in
Him to be doing. He wasn’t there as a tourist but Creation, it was the Son who carried out the wishes
rather He was already starting to work! However, of the Father and created the universe as the Father
His time had not yet come so He went back home had willed it. And how did He do it?
with Mary and Joseph until all other things were
God spoke the creation into being
ready.
A simple and easy reading of Genesis chapter 1 indicates quite clearly how it was done: ‘And God
Jesus just doing as the Father tells Him
Once He started on His mission He makes it clear said...’ Seven times we read those words when there
many times how He operated and what He was do- was a deliberately creative action to be performed.
ing. Though Jesus was/is God, and He told us that Only in the creation of man and woman was a dif‘“I and the Father are one”’ (Jn 10:30), they do not ferent approach used. They were very special. God
do the same things, or, if you will, function in the threw all of His creative energy into those made in
same way. Throughout His ministry Jesus said that His image: the pinnacle of His creation!
He came to do the will of the Father. Indeed He
The Psalmist knew how the worlds were creatsaid, ‘“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the ed. There we read:
Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that ‘By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
the Son does likewise.”’ (Jn. 5:19). And again, ‘“I and by the breath of his mouth all their host.
can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and 7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he
my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will puts the deeps in storehouses.
but the will of him who sent me.”’ (Jn. 5:30). He 8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitalso said that even His words are not His: ‘So Jesus ants of the world stand in awe of him!
answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his 9 For he spoke, and it came to be;
who sent me.”’ (Jn. 7:16), and later He said it again, he commanded, and it stood firm.’ (Ps 33:6-9).
‘“I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just It was ‘By the word of the Lord’ that the heavens
and the earth came to be, ‘for he spoke’ and that
as the Father taught me.”’ (Jn. 8:28).
was all that was necessary (cf. Ps 148:5).
The Son in the Trinity
So it is clear that the Son does the will of the Father. Jesus as the Word
In fact He does nothing independently of the Fa- Thus Jesus spoke the words the Father gave Him
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sis on being a ‘New Testament’ church. It has inadvertently excluded serious consideration of the other aspect of the work of the Word of God. That we
emphasize our affiliation especially to the New Testament is because so many in Christendom see the
Old Testament as having the same equal authority
for their religious practices as the New and have
produced a ‘pick ‘n’ mix’ form of faith, not recognizing the significance of the different dispensations
in religious matters. Thus the baby (of Genesis) has
been thrown out with the bathwater of the Mosaic
Law. We cannot get a complete picture of the amazing work of the Saviour unless we study Him as the
Creator as well. Studying Genesis is the vehicle for
studying Jesus as Creator.

All the Saviour’s work: ‘He made the Stars also.’

and came to do the Father’s will. It was by words,
speaking and commanding the worlds into existence
that they were made and Jesus, the Son, was the
One who spoke the Father’s words. Now it becomes
obvious how He came to be seen as ‘The Word of
God’. This was His ‘function’ in the Godhead.
Since the worlds were created by God’s Word, Jesus - the Word of God - has to be seen as the Creator, and therefore Creation was the product of His
labours. This is easy enough to deduce, write and
say, but the concept that a man whom the apostles
and many others had eaten with, walked with,
talked with, listened to, touched and handled (1
John 1:1-3) was the very One who actually made
the Sun, Moon and Stars at the beginning of time, is
amazingly mind-blowing. And that these men and
women were Jews who had very positive views
about Jehovah and would not budge from those
views for any human being or philosophy, makes
the transitional thinking from the form of monotheistic Judaism to an astonishingly different form of
monotheistic Christianity all the more remarkable.
Something most profound happened in Judæa some
2,000 years ago.

Theophanies
The revealed ‘work’ of the Word was not just confined to creation and salvation, i.e. Genesis 1 and 2,
plus the Gospel accounts. He appears at other times
as well throughout the Old Testament narrative.
Such an event is called a ‘Theophany’ and they are
crucial to our understanding of the contribution
made to the world by God the Son. Our God is not a
deist, i.e. a master designer and ‘engineer’ who
made the universe, wound it up, set it in motion and
now merely watches it unfold across the panorama
of time. The God we find in the Bible has been
deeply involved and active in Creation. It is His
world and He is a vital part of it, whether people
realise it or not.
In Eden
Today, when we think about God speaking to us
and walking with us, we think in abstract terms. We
know that ‘God is spirit’ (John 4:24) and we don’t
think of Him literally walking with us and talking
to us. We can imagine a voice booming down out of
the sky to give us a message, or in a dream sequence, or a whisper on the wind but not coming
like a man and talking face-to-face, man-to-man,
with us.

Creation is Jesus’ work too
When I was growing up, it was common, and indeed still is, to have an attitude of showing little interest in the Book of Genesis - because the
‘important’ part of the Bible is contained in the
Gospels, and in the Epistles as well. This is to deny
a significant study of the work of the Word of God.
Genesis is as much a part of the story of salvation
and the love of Christ and it contains as much important teaching as the New Testament, because it is
foundational to it. You cannot build a building suspended in the air with no foundations at all. This has
possibly been the price we have paid for our empha-

But Adam and Eve had nobody to talk to apart
from each other. So it seems that God used to come
in recognizable human form to keep them company,
mainly in the evening after their day’s work was
over. They were both perfect and met Him comfortably. Though He was covered, they were not, ‘and
were not ashamed’. After they had sinned, they recognized their nakedness and took steps to cover
5

between snakes and humans, contains the promise
that God’s plan of salvation, laid before the foundation of the world, would swing into action. It must
have been with a heavy heart that the Lord gave the
first intimation that, despite all the bruising Satan
could and would do to humankind, his head would
be bruised as he was fatally wounded, though some
4,000+ years and an awful lot of bruising of heels,
would follow later.
Having put forward the first messianic prophecy Himself, the Lord went out immediately afterwards and slew an animal to provide a garment of
skins to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve.
Blood was shed to cover the very first sin, and this
was to be the pattern right down to the culmination
of the sacrificial system at Calvary. Thus the Lord
pronounced both the curse and the promise, and
symbolically provided the picture of the solution
right there at the beginning of Genesis.

Adam and Eve before the Fall
(Tableaux: Creation Museum, Kentucky)

themselves before their evening tryst with the Lord.
On hearing Him walking in the Garden, they hid
amongst the trees. If their regular meetings with
God involved Him as merely a voice, or a whisper,
or a wind, they would never have even thought they
could escape from His gaze—any more than we
would today—but they hid from a real human-like
being whom they recognized in that form. It was
Jesus whom they met, or rather it was the Second
Person of the Trinity whom they met.

Why ‘He’ had to be Jesus
In Exodus)
The Bible is quite clear that it is impossible to look
on the face of God and live. One of the clearest examples of this is seen in Exodus where God, who
knew Moses face-to-face (Deut 34:10), refused to
let him see His face:
‘And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that
you have spoken I will do, for you have found favour in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses
said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said,
“I will make all my goodness pass before you and
will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’
And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.
But,” he said, “You cannot see my face, for man
shall not see me and live.” And the LORD said,
“Behold, there is a place by me where you shall
stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by I
will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover
you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will
take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but
my face shall not be seen.”’ (Ex. 33:17-23, emphasis added).

Messianic prophecy and promise
So we can imagine the scene. Adam and Eve come
shame-facedly out from the trees to face their Maker. They know they’ve done wrong and now must
answer for it. Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed
the serpent, and, as they say, the serpent didn’t have
a leg to stand on—or at least he didn’t after the
curse. (The scientific world now recognizes that
snakes once had legs!)
Jesus (for we will call Him by this Name for
convenience’s sake) pronounced a curse on all
three: the serpent, Eve and then Adam, in reverse
order from their guilty pleading. He knew to whom
He was talking when He addressed the serpent. Satan had been allowed by the serpent to use it for the
task of tempting Eve, so it received a punishment,
but in verse 15 of chapter three He gave a double
curse which included a prophecy: ‘“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”’ (emphasis
added). This almost innocuous statement of the obvious situation, which would prevail after the Fall

Now, this is a very odd thing to have happened
in chapter 33 because in chapter 24, Moses, Aaron,
Nadab, Abihu ‘and seventy of the elders of Israel
went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was
under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire
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know Abraham. ‘“Your father Abraham rejoiced
that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad."
So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years
old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham
was, I am.”’ (John 8:56-58). There is no doubt that
by Abraham’s time the Lord was communicating
via dreams and visions and giving men voices from
heaven either directly or through angels, but He also
still came in person at times too.

stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And he did
not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of
Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.’ (Ex.
24:9-12, emphasis added). What’s going on?
God cannot be seen for it is death if we do, yet
Moses and the others saw God. God cannot be seen
but Jesus is God and thousands saw Him. Sometimes it would be helpful if instead of calling Him
‘God’, the Bible called Him ‘Father’, or ‘God the
Father’. It is God the Father whose face we cannot
see and live. It was God the Father who placed Moses in a cleft and passed over Him but it was God
the Son whom the Israeli elders saw earlier in Exodus and, of course, it had to be God the Son with
whom Adam and Eve walked and talked, and still
could do so after they had sinned. As sinless beings
before the Fall, it would probably have been possible for them to have seen the Father and lived, had
things been done that way, but not once they’d
sinned. It seems, however, that it was always God
the Son with whom they walked and talked as that
was another part of His commission from the Father.

In Genesis 18 Abraham meets three men by the
oaks of Mamre: two of them are angels but the third
Google images

Beyond the Garden
It was God the Son whose Divine commission was
to interact in human form within Creation. This
sweeps through the Bible culminating in the ultimate action of the incarnation when Jesus, ‘though
he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself
nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross.’ (Phil 2:68).

Abraham meets the Lord and two angels at Mamre

is the Lord Himself. Abraham offers them hospitality and during their conversation he is told that Sarah
will have a son. Then two of the ‘men’ set off towards Sodom to deal with the sin problem in that
city but the Lord stays back and continues talking to
Abraham. Then follows the famous ‘bargaining’
scene where Abraham gets Him to agree to spare
the city for ten righteous people but they can’t even
find ten. All through the narrative the one talking to
Abraham is referred to as ‘the Lord’. In the opening
verse of chapter 19, remembering that chapter divisions are not part of the original text but are a much
later addition, the two who carried on down to Sodom are identified as angels. So the three men, who
appeared as men to Abraham and to the people of
Sodom, were ‘men’ from the spirit world on an
earthly mission. The Lord was the Son, whom we
later know as Jesus.

By the time of Cain and Abel, the Lord still
seems to have been speaking on face-to-face terms
with them. That Cain could imagine that a spirit
God would not know where Abel was and that his
trite answer of, ‘“I do not know; am I my brother’s
keeper?”’ (Gen. 4:9), would be sufficient to deflect
an unseeing God from knowing the truth, is unimaginable unless their dealings were still very much
face-to-face.
Abraham and the Lord
(Abraham's Theophany)
In John’s gospel we read that Jesus once claimed to

Jacob’s encounter
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Jacob was about to meet Esau
again for the first time since they
parted so acrimoniously many
years ago. He was a strong man, a
very strong man indeed, who had
relied often on his strength, and
cunning, to overcome his problems.
Slowly but surely he had been
learning to rely on God but not to
the point where he was ready to
recognize that such reliance must
be total.

“Your name shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with
men, and have prevailed.” Then
Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
your name.” But he said, “Why is it
that you ask my name?” And there
he blessed him. So Jacob called the
name of the place Peniel, saying,
“For I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life has been delivered.”’ (Gen. 32:27-30, emphasis
added).
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On the night before he was to
Jacob wrestles with God
meet his brother, he took steps to (Artists almost always give ‘God’ wings
So it was God with whom Janot
understanding
Theophanies!)
ensure the safety of his family and
cob struggled yet, as Jacob
stayed awake. If he stayed awake to pray, or to acknowledged, he was allowed to live. That is bemeditate on his life and what might lie ahead of him cause seeing the Son was not punishable by death.
since Esau had been threatening to kill him when Had it been so, He could never have come to Earth
they parted, we are not told. What happened was not as Jesus and interacted with humankind as He did.
exactly what he had planned. He wrestled all night
with a man; or someone he took to be a man but Conclusion
who was God Himself.
That the Son has been active in the world ever since
Day One of Creation Week is evident from the
Jacob faced two struggles: the earthly one with ways in which He appeared many times in the story.
Esau and the spiritual one with God. In this encoun- It would be very easy for Christians to think that,
ter he learned the true meaning of repentance and once He had created the world, He sort of sat back
reliance on God. He was promised that he would in heaven until it was time for Him to become inprevail on both fronts. Though he fought hard with carnate and come to Earth to live and die for us; and
‘the man’, he was disabled quite easily, yet his te- then to appear again at the end of time. The true
nacity and determination not to yield until he had picture is that He has been active throughout the
been blessed, proved that he was ready now to rely Bible and, though the last authenticated instance of
on God for his strength and not on himself. His Him appearing to a human being was on Patmos to
name was changed from Jacob to Israel and he be- the apostle John, He is still active on our behalf. His
came the man God always wanted him to be. He main task now is to be our great High Priest in
marched out to meet Esau and the two were instant- heaven acting as our mediator. But, as He said to
ly reconciled in a beautiful and touching scene, but His apostles, and through them to us: ‘“I am with
more importantly he marched out truly as God’s you always, to the end of the age.”’ (Mtt. 28:20).
man as he had never fully been before. This was the
final turning-point of his life.
He has never stopped loving and caring for His
people. The Bible is full of Him and the opening
The narrative tells us: ‘he said to him, “What is Book of all, Genesis, shows Him working wonderyour name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, fully for us.
Task
Critically examine the following passages and assess whether you think they are Theophanies or not: Joshua 5:13-15, Judges 13, Daniel 3:8-30.
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